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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. 


Retail Merchandise Trade in the Prairie Provinces, 1930 - 1933 


This report on Retail Merchandise Trade in the Prairie Provinces is one 
of a series presenting the results of the Census of Merchandising and Service Estab- 
lishments, 1933. The first part of the report deals with the trade of the three 
Prairie Provinces as a whole, and tables are given presenting the principal retail 
trade statistics for this economic division. Provincial tables follow which analyze 
more fully the retail merchandise trade in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. 


The total retail merchandise trade in the Prairie Provinces during 1933 
amounted to $332,722,000 as compared with $554,962,100 in 1930. Sales for the two 
intervening years 1931 and 1932 amounted to #428,987,000 and $359,922,000 respectiv- 
ely. Or, representing the total retail merchandise trade in 1930 by 100, indexes of 
the dollar volume of business for the following three years are 77.3 for 1931, 64.9 
for 1932 and 60.0. for 1933. 


The data for the basic year 1930 were secured in connection with the Census 
of Merchandising and Service Establishments, 1931. The figures for the following 
years have been derived from indexes of retail sales based upon reports secured in 
1934 from all chain stores and the larger independent stores and covering the period 
from 1931 to 1933. Since all stores were not covered in the current Census, it is 
not possible to give the number of trading establishments in 1933. An explanation of 
the methods followed in preparing the tables presented in this bulletin will be found 
in the last section of this introduction. 


The decline in retail merchandise trade from 1930 to 1933 varied consider- 
ably for the three provinces. The least decline is shown for Manitoba, where the 
index for 1933 was 63.6 compared with 100 for 1930. Saskatchewan showed the greatest 
decline with an index for 1933 of 55.0,'while the decline in Alberta was intermediate 
between those of the other two provinces. The index in Alberta was 61.3 for 1933 aa 
compared with 100 in 1930. 


Upon comparing the business in each year with that of the year immediately 
preceding, it is found that for the Prairie Provinces as a whole the year-to-year 
decreases in retail merchandise trade were as follows: 1931, -22.7 per cent; 1932, 
-16.1 per cent; and 1933 compared with 1932 showed a decrease of 7.6 per cent. The 
_ year-to-year changes for the group and for each of the three provinces are as follows: 
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Prairie Provinces .ccceesse “Rol -~16.1 -7.6 
~ Mand ComapAicle's oe cloisne vice -18.3 -15.1 -8.4 
Saskatchewan ..+.+es.0c 210k -18.0 -7.9 

BED OPUS” ig tere iarsie tannins —22.7 -15.3 -6.4 


It is thus seen that for the group as a whole and for each of the three 
orovinces the greatest percentage decrease below the preceding year occurred in 1931 
and the smallest in 1933. This is in contrast to all other provinces in the Domin- 
ion, where the greatest percentage decreases were found to occur in 1932 with smaller 
declines shown in 1931 and 1933. 


When all stores are classified into the nine broad kind-of-business groups 
used in the Census of Merchandising, it is found that the decline in trade was least 
for the general merchandise group of stores and greatest for the automotive group. | 
Indexes of retail sales for 1933 (1930 = 100) for several of the more important kind- 
of-business classifications are as follows: Department stores, 70.4; grocery and 
combination stores, 70.3; coal and wood yards, 68.5; drug stores, 65.23; women's 
apparel and accessories, 63.33; country general stores, 65.2; men's and boys! cloth- 
ing and furnishings, 61.9; hardware stores, 57.7; filling stations, 55.8; meat 
markets, 49.5; lumber and building material dealers, 46.5; and motor vehicle deal- 
ers, 43.6. 


Chain Stores and Sales.-~In 1930, there were 2,350 chain units (exclusive 
of department store chains) in the Prairie Provinces with sales of $81,080,600 or 
14.6 per cent of the total retail trade in the same year. In 1933 the number of 
chain units had declined to 2,057 and chain sales amounted to $51,644,400 or 15.5 
per cent of the total retail business for that year. Chain ratios for the two inter-— 
vening years were 14.8 per cent in 1931 and 15.1 per cent in 1932. 


The chain figures given above include only data for groups of four or more 
stores owned or operated by one firm. Figures for voluntary chains are not included 
and, as already indicated, department store chains are also omitted from these com- 
putations. 


Some of the more important kind-of-business classifications in which there © 
were increases in chain ratios, together with the percentages for 1933 with 1930 
figures in brackets, are as follows: Grocery and combination stores, 34.9 (32.2); | 
variety, 5-and-10 and to-a-dollar stores, 93.2 (92.2); filling stations, 15.2 (8.0); 
shoe stores, 9.0 (3.0); household appliance stores, 53.8 (50.9); and lumber and ; 
building material dealers, 64.2 (61.8). The chain ratio for women's apparel and 
accessories stores decreased from 22.8 per cent in 1930 to 15.8 per cent in 1933. No 
change or slight variations in chain ratios took place in the following: Men's and 
boys! clothing and furnishings, 7.7 (7.7); restaurants, cafeterias, etc., 7.0 (6.6)3) 
and drug stores, 12.5 (12.2). | 

In Manitoba there was a slight decrease in the ratio of chain sales to | 
total sales from 1930 to 1933, while increases were registered for each of the other 
two provinces. The ratios of chain sales to total sales in 1933, with the 1930 fig- 
ures in brackets, are as follows: Manitoba, 11.3 (11.7); Saskatchewan, 19.9 (18.0) 3 
and Alberta, 15.9 (14.1). | 
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Chain Stores and Sales Classified According to Type of Chain.--Chains 
have been classified as local, provincial, sectional, or national, depending upon 
the extent of territory covered by their branches. Local chains are confined to 
one town or city, while provincial chains may have branches located throughout one 
province. Sectional chains are defined as those having stores in two or three 
provinces, while national chains are taken to include those having stores in four 
provinces or more. Of the 2,057 chain units operating in the Prairie Provinces in 
1933, 120 belonged to local chains and 886 to provincial chains. There were 567 
units of sectional and 484 stores belonging to national organizations. Of the 
total chain sales, local chains accounted for 4.63 per cent; provincial chains, 
58.58 per cent; sectional, 25.15 per cent; and national chains, 31.84 per cent. 


Comparison of Indexes of Retail Sales and Cost of Living Indexes.-—~-The 
total sales of all retail establishments in the Prairie Provinces from 1930 to 


1933 and indexes of sales (1930 = 100) are as follows: 


Index of Sales 
Year Total Sales (1930 = 100) 
$ 


BOCs ees 554,962,100 100.0 
coho) Spears aye 428 ,987 ,000 “iets 
DOs ee 359,922,000 64.9 
ROSE ee oe 332,722,000 60.0 


How much of the decrease in dollar volume of sales is due to the decline 
in price levels and how much to a decrease in the quantity of goods consumed can- 
not be definitely stated due to the absence of price indexes so constructed as to 
be strictly comparable. Nevertheless, it is well established that a considerable 
portion of the drop in dollar volume is due to price declines. While cost of liv- 
ing index numbers are not constructed in such a way as to warrant their use.as a 
correction for price changes in these index numbers of retail sales, they do. give 
some indication of the order of magnitude of the price trends. The Bureau's Cost 
of Living Indexes for the period under review are given below and, for comparison 
purposes, have been adjusted to make the 1930 figure equal 100. 


Index Numbers of Retail Prices, Rents and Costs of Services, Canada 


(1930 = 100) 


Retail Price Index 
(Foods, fuel, 
clothing, household 


requirements) 


100.0 
85.3 
75.8 
less 


Sundries 
Index 


Clothing 
Index 


Separate price indexes are shown for food, fuel, rent and clothing. The 
sundries index indicates the price changes in a miscellaneous group of commodities, 
together with the variations in costs of certain services, such as theatre costs, 
insurance, doctors' and dentists' fees, hospital charges and laundry. The total 
index given in the second column of the table is an average of the figures in the 
following five columns, each weighted in proportion to the consumption of the items 


De ae 


involved. The last colum,"Retail Price Index", is also a weighted average but 
omits the rental figures and includes only the merchandising items in the sundries 
index. From this column, it is seen that the retail price level for the Dominion 

as a whole in 1933 was 72.8 per cent of that in 1930 or that there was a decrease 
during the period of &7.2 per cent. The indexes of retail sales already given show 
that the decrease in dollar volume of sales in the Prairie Provinces over the same 
period was 40 per cent or almost 13 per cent greater than the Dominion drop in price 
levels. 


Description of Methods Used in Constructing Indexes of Retail Sales.—-As | 
already mentioned in this report, the figures for the basic year 1930 were secured 


four the Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments, 1931. The data for the 
following years were secured for an annual Census of Merchandising, arising out of 
the Decennial Census and in which sales figures were obtained for each of the years 
1931, 1932: and 1933, While the Decennial Census included in its scope every retail 
establishment, the annual census includes all chain stores and those independent | 
stores which reported sales for 1930 over a specified amount. The independent stores 
from which reports were secured were those with an annual turnover of $30,000 or 
more in 1930 (#20,000 or more in the case of food stores and country general stores) 
and which continued in business throughout the period. This means that over two- 
thirés of the retail business of the Dominion is covered in the annual census. From 
the reports thus received, and using the year 1930 as the base period, indexes of 
retail sales for each of the years 1931 to 1933 have been computed. These indexes 
have then been applied to the total sales of all stores in 1930 in order to arrive 

at estimates of the total annual business of all retail establishments in each of 

the following years. 


While a large portion of retail trade has been covered in the current 
census, it is clear that the figures presented in this report for the years 1931, 
1932 and 1935 are estimates based on indexes computed from the returns of the sets 
lisnhments repcerting. The chief factor which may not be reflected in the sales 
indexes is a decline in the number of stores in certain kinds of business. No infor-— 
mation is available to show the extent to which firms going out of business have not © 
been replaced by new stores of a similar character. The possibility, therefore, of 
the sales of the surviving stores covered by this Census not reflecting completely 
the trend in retail trade during the period from 1930 to 1933 must be noted. 
However, it is believed that for the retail trade as a whole the figures may be kom 
as approximately correct and for certain kind-of-business groups as being more 
accurate than for others. Among the kind-of-—business classifications which are 
believed to be most accurate are included: Grocery and combination stores, meat 
markets, department stores, variety stores, automobile dealers, coal and wood yards, © 
drug stores, and restaurants and other eating places. 
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PRAIRIE PROVINCES ~ RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1930 — 1933 
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Table 2.--Comparison of Chain Sales and Total Sales, All Stores, 
and Selected Kinds of Business 


All Stores, Total Sales) gecsdscescocnce 


Chain ‘sales os se<s cesses ses 81,080,600 
Percentage, chains to total . 14.6 
Grocery and Combination Stores, Total . 5e ,803, 600 
Chain sales 99s OROSGSZHHROHBHC CHR HHD 17,015,000 
Percentage, chains to total . 320k 
Variety, 5-and-10, and to-a-dollar 
Stores, Total eoeoeoeevoeoev oe 6 eo @ 3,210,900 
Chain SaleS sicsccvvscceccees 4,857 ,500 
Percentage, chains to total . Seen 
PIIJINe yO LALLONS , ALOLAT 4, wave sore, ope's\aie) ois Le, o/b 7200 
Chain sales .cceccccsesccvecs 984,100 
Percentage, chains to total . 8.0 
Men's and Boys! Clothing and Furnish- 
ings (including custom 
TALLOLS)) oad orgie he es o6 te 9,902,600 
Chain, sales) ic. veuvecksaes ss 765,000 
Percentage, chains to total . (oA 
Wamen's Apparel and Accessories Stores, 
Total eooeve onvpoo0e0n0o0ag fF BHKGHRBOE 9,937 ,500 
Chain sales eoeosce@oocnes ee @ ee geveeevoe 2,262,400 
Percentage, chains to total . 22.8 
Shoe Stores, Total swccccsssevscedesees 3,626,500 
Chain sales oeooev oe v oo# 88884 8G 107 , 900 
Percentage, chains to total . 5.0 
Household Appliance Stores, Total ..... 2,967 , 400 
Chain sales ccccedisecscesiacive 1,511,800 
Percentage, chains to total . 50.9 
Restaurants, Cafeterias and Eating 
Places, Total seccccsssicesace 17,101,600 
Chain sales eoeee7d0ep 80023868 8 0 @ Lskel, oud 
Percentage, chains to total . 6.6 
Drug Stores, Total eooeoeoeooeoeovoevoeeeeoovoeaneo @& 14,525, 600 
Chain SaleS soeseceseseccvess 1,778, 600 
Percentage, chains to total . Leet 
Lumber and Building Material Dealers, 
Total os#eceoeoveoegoae@e#oovueovoe ec oe @ e7 241,000 
Chain SaleS cescceosetovcesese | 16,829,500 
Percentage, chains to total . 61.8 


(1) Figures for 1930 have been revised to provide for the reclassification of some stores 


1930(2) 


554, 962,100| 428,988,000] 359, 923,000] 332,722,000 


63,550,500 
14.8 


45 , 364,000 
16,207,800 
35.7 


5,054,000 
4,694,200 
92.9 


9,693,000 
964,100 
9.9 


7,632,000 
554,200 
WS 


8,592,000 
1,845,600 
21.5 


3,258,000 
243,100 
7.5 


2,050,000 
871,600 
42.5 


13,135,000 
911,800 
6.9 


12,189,000 
1,360,400 
11.2 


18,143,000 
10,640,200 
58.6 


54,484,000 
15.1 


40,362,000 
14,630,800 
36.2 


4,543,000 
4,227,400 
93.1 


7,843,000 
952,600 
12.1 


6,515,000 
430,800 
6.6 


6,894,000 
1,156,200 
16.8 


2,811,000 
236,700 
8.4 


1,774,000 
926,100 
52.2 


10,126,000 
708 , 300 
7.0 


10,652,000 
1,242,900 
7 


14,740,000 
9,151,700 
62.1 


LOS) 1932 
¢ 


1933 


ee 


51,644,400 
15.5 


37,133,000 
12,973,900 
34.9 


4,430,000 
4,128,500 
93.2 


6,899,000 
1,046,500 
15.2 


6,134,000 
475,000 
Tay 


6,286,000 
993,400 
15.8 


2,487,000 
223,700 
9.0 


1,542,000 
829,400 
Hoe 


8,697,000 
605 , 200 
7.0 


9,470,000 
1,183,800 
12.5 


12,623,000 
8,101,200 
64.2 


by type of operation and the use of sales figures by firms instead of individual units. 
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Retail Merchandise Trade in Manitoba, 1930 — 1933 


The total retail merchandise trade in Manitoba during 1933 is estimated 
at $120,322,000 as compared with $189,243,900 in 1930. Sales for the two interven- 
ing years are estimated at $154,690,000 for 1931 and $131,415,000 for 1932. Or, 
representing the total retail trade in 1930 by 100, indexes of sales for the three 
following years are 81.7 for 1931, 69.4 for 1932 and 63.6 for 1933. 


¥hen. a comparison is made according to the nine broad kind-of-—business 
groups used in the Census of Merchandising, it is found that the 1933 index of re- 
tail sales is highest for the general merchandise group of.stores (70.7) and lowest 
for the restaurant group of establishments (48.5). The 1933 indexes for the groups, 
arranged in descending order of indexes, are as follows: General merchandise group, 
70.73; food group, 69.7; country general stores, 64.13; apparel group, 62.1; 
other retail stores, 60.93; furniture and household group, 54.0; automotive group, 
51.8; building materials group, 48.9; and restaurant group, 48.3 


Food Group.-—-In 1933, sales of all stores included in the food group 
amounted to $19,102,000 as compared with $27,410,900 made by the same kinds of 
stores in 1930. The amounts quoted do not, of course, include the total sales of 
food commodities since sales of food are made in other kinds of stores, especially 
in department stores and country general stores. 


Grocery and combination stores (stores selling both groceries and meats) 
form the most important classification in the food group. Sales of these stores in 
1925 amounted to $13,733,000 or 72.6 per cent of the amount reported in 1930. In- 
aexes of sales for the ineeenive years are 87.0 for 1931 and 80.0 for 1932. Sales 
made by meat markets declined from $35,509,500 in 1930 to 52.8 per cent of that 
amount, or $1,747,000, in 1933. The 1933 business of candy and confectionery stores 
amounted to $2,542,000 or 67.5 per cent of the 1930 figure. 


Country General Stores.--In 1930, the business transacted by country gen- 
eral stores amounted to $15,542,700. In 1933 the sales volume of this kind of 
business declined to 64.1 per cent of the 1930 figure or $9,963,000. Indexes of 
sales for the intervening years are 78.1 for 1931 and 66.6 for 1932. 


General Merchandise Group.--For this group as a whole, the value of re- 
tail sales declined from $64,344,000 in 1920 to 70.7 per cent of that amount, or 
#45 507,000, in 1953. The various kind-of—business classifications included in this 
group are department stores, dry’goods stores, general merchandise stores and 
variety stores. 


Automotive Group.--Sales of motor vehicle dealers declined from $13,587,- 
300 in 1930 to 45.6 per cent of that amount, or $6,200,000, in 1933. Indexes based 
upon the 1930 business for the years 1931 and 1932 are 63.2 and 47.7 respectively. 
The 1935 business of filling stations is estimated at $2,300,000 or 59.4 per cent 
of the 1930 amount. 


Apparel Group.--As compared with the 1935 index of sales of 62.1 for this © 
group as a whole, indexes of sales for the four classifications within the group 
are as follows: Men's clothing and furnishings stores, 52.9; family clothing 
stores, 60.7; women's apparel and accessories stores, 67.5; and shoe stores, 67.7. 


me Vee 


Building Materials Group.--The two most important classifications within 
this group are hardware stores and lumber and building material dealers. The 1933 
index of sales for the former was 61.9 and for the latter 45.9. 


Furniture and Household Group.--The principal classifications within 
this group with the 1923 indexes of sales (1930 = 100) are as follows: Furniture 
stores, 59.6; househoid appliance stores, 50.7; and radio and music stores, 55.1. 


Restaurants, Cafeterias and Eating Places.--Receipts in all establish- 
ments included in this group declined from $5,553,300 in 1930 to 48.3 per cent of 


that amount, or $2,682,000, in 1935. Indexes of receipts for the two intervening 


years are 78.0 for 1931 and 60.3 for 1932. 


Other Retail Stores.--The more important classifications within this 
group, together with the 1933 indexes of sales, are as follows: Coal and wood 
yards, 67.7; drug stores, 68.0; jewellery stores, 75.5; and retail sales of 
Government liquor stores, 56.4. 
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Retail Merchandise Trade in Saskatchewan, 1930 — 1933 


The total retail merchandise trade in Saskatchewan for the year 1933 is es- 
timated at $104,123,000 as compared with $189,181,100 for 1930. The total retail trade 
for the years 1931 and 1932 amounted to $137,792,000 and 112,929,000 respectively. 
Representing the total retail merchandise trade in 1930 by 100, indexes of ‘the dollar 
volume of business for the following three years are 72.8 for 1931, 59.7 for 1932 and. 
59.0 for 1955. 


In this province, the general merchandise group of stores had the highest 
index of retail sales for 1933 (69.5) and te automotive group had the lowest (40.9). 
Indexes of sales for 1933 for the nine broad kind-of-business groups are as follows: 
General merchandise group, 69.5; country general stores, 61.2; food group, 59.83 
apparel group, 58.2: other retail stores, 53.1; restaurant group, 49.7; building 
materials group, 47.63; furniture and household group, 47.6; and automotive group, 40. 


Food Group.—-As compared with the 1933 index of 59.8 for this group as a 
whole, indexes of sales for the same year for the more important kind-of~business class 
fications included are as follows: Grocery and combination stores, 43.5; meat markets 
50.2; and candy and confectionery stores, 51.9. 


Country General Stores.--Sales of country general stores in 1930 amounted to 
$37,710,000 as compared with 61.2 per cent of that amount, or $23,083,000, in 1933. In- 
dexes of retail sales for the two intervening years are 75,0 for 1931 and 64.5 for 1932 


eral. Merchandise Group.~-Using the 1930 sales volume as base, the indexes 
ef the coliar volume of sales of this group for the following three years are 82.2 for 
1931, 73.0 for 1932 and 69.5 for 1933. The various classifications within the group, 
toxetner with their indexes of sales for 1933 are as follows: Department stores, 69.43) 
dry goods stores, 67.0; general merchandise stores, 53.8; and variety stores, 80.5. 


Automotive Group.--For the group as a whole, indexes of sales (1930 = 100) 
are 60.6 for 1977, 45.3 for 1932, and 40.9 for 1933. Sales of motor vehicle dealers 
declined from $16,666, 000 in 1930 to 36.3 per cent of that amount, or $6,776,000, in 
19353. The 193535 index of sales for filling stations was 55.8 and for garages 46. 8. 


Apparel Group.--As compared with the 1933 index of retail sales of 58.2 for 
the group as a whole, indexes for the same year for the four classifications included 
are; Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings stores, 61.8; family clothing stores, 
59.5; women's apparel and accessories, 54.1; and shoe stores, 50.6. 


Building Materials Group.--The dollar volume of business transacted by re- 
tail hardware stores declined in 1933 to 54.6 per cent of the 1930 figure. A greater 
decrease in trade was experienced by lumber and building material dealers whose 1933 
business formed 43.2 per cent of that transacted in 1930. 


Furniture and Household Group.-—-The more important classifications within 
this group, together with indexes of sales for 1933 (1930 = 100), are as follows: 
Furniture stores, 65.53 household appliance stores, 47.53; and radio and music stores® 
36.0. 


Restaurant Group.-~Indexes of receipts for this group are 75.5 for 1931, 55. 2 
for 1932, and 49.7 for 1935. 


Other Retail Stores.--Some of the more important kind-of-~business classifi- — 
cations included in this group, together with indexes of sales for 1935, are as follows 
Coal and wood yards, 70.2; drug stores, 58.1; jewellery stores, 55.23; and Government, 
liquor stores, 52.3. | 
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Retail Merchandise Trade in Alberta, 1930 ~ 1933 


Total retail sales in Alberta in 1933 amounted to $108,277,000 as- compared 
_ with $176,537,100 in 1930. Sales for the two intervening years 1931 and 1932 amounted 
f° to $136,505, 000 and $115,578,000 respectively. Representing the total business trans- 
' acted in 1930 by 100, indexes of the dollar volume of sales for the following three 
years are 77.35 in 1931, 68.5 in 19232, and 61.4% in 1933. 


In Alberta, as in the other two Prairie Provinces, the general merchandise 
group of stores had the highest index of sales for 1933 when compared with 1930 as a 
base period. The various broad kind-of-business groups, together with indexes of 
sales for 1933, are as follows: General merchandise group, 72.4; apparel group, 71.63 
food group, 66.7; country general stores, 65.3; other retail stores, 57.23; furniture 
and household group, 56.8; building materials group, 55.3; restaurant group, 54.3; 
and automotive group, 49.4. 


Food Group.--For the food group as a whole, indexes of sales are 81.7 for 
1931, 70.9 for 1932 and 66.7 for 1933. Sales of grocery and combination stores in 1933 
amounted to $12,674,000 or 74.8 per cent of the dollar volume sold in 1930. Meat mar- 
kets experienced a greater decline in dollar volume of sales over the three-year period, 
as reflected in their index of 47.4 as compared with 100 for 1930. Part of this 
greater decline is due, of course, to the greater drop in prices of meat as compared 
with grocery products. Sales of candy and confectionery stores declined in 1933 to 
58.5 per cent of their 1930 business. 


Country General Stores.-~Indexes of sales for this group of stores are 7605 
for 1951, 69.5 for 1932,. and 65.3 for 1933. 


General Merchandise Group.-~-Indexes of sales for this group as a whole are 
85.7 for 1931, 74.9 for 1932 and 72.4 for 1933. The various classifications within the 
group, together with sales indexes for 1933, are as follows: Department stores, 69.93 
dry goods stores, 77.2; general merchandise stores, 79.6; and variety stores, 88.7. 


Automotive Group.--Of all groups, the automotive, with an index for 19335 of 
49.4, experienced the greatest decline in trade in the province. Sales of motor 
yr dealers declined to 48.5 per cent of the 1930 dollar volume, while the 1933 
index of sales for filling stations is 52.6 and for garages 50.7. 


Apparel Group.—As compared with an index for 1935 of 71.6 for this group as 
a whole, indexes for the various classifications included are as follows: Men's and 
boys! clothing and furnishings, 68.23; family clothing stores, 88.4; women's apparel, 
64.6; and shoe stores, 81.2. 


Building Materials Group.-—-Sales of hardware stores declined from $7,501,900 
in 1930 to 59.1 per cent of that ‘amount, or $4,431,000, in 1935. Lumber and bu ledine 
material dealers, with an index for 1933 of 52.5, eeperienced a somewhat greater de- 
cline in trade. 


Furniture and Household Group.--The more important classifications in this 
group, together with indexes of sales for 1933, ares Furniture stores, 68.9; house- 
hold appliance stores, 58.7; and radio and music stores, 40.5. 


Restaurant Group.--Indexes of receints for this group of establishments 
(1930 = 100) are 76.9 for 1931, 61.9 for 1932, and 54.3 for 1933. 


Other Retail Stores.--Some of the more important kinds of business included 
in this group, together with indexes of sales for 1935, are as follows: Coal and 
wood yards, 65.5; drug stores, 69.6; jewellery stores, 68.5; and Government liquor 
stores, 57.7. . 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMANTS 
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Retail Merchandise Trade in ‘ne Prairis Provinces, 1954 
Retail trade for the three prairie Provinces combined amounted 
Bo 701,960,000 in 1934 according to cal culations made by the Bureau of 
Seatistics and based upon reports received r the annual census of Merchan- 


fising and Service Establishments. This figure represents an increase of 
mee per cent in-value of sales over’ 1942 and’ it) is also’ one per cent higher 
Than the amount recorded for 1942. For Manitobe the increase in value of 
Bales in 1934 over that in the preceding yeer wae 7.2 per cent; for Saskat- 
Beowean the increase was 8.4 per cent, end for Alberta, 21.1 ver cent. 
Representing the value of sales in the three prairis Proving: ; 

a ; 


Memnoingexes, Of sales for the years following are 76.2 for 2931. 
moc, 60,0 for 19345, and 65.2 Tor’ 1924. 


While increases in trade were recorded Por practically all lines 
oe. business, the greatest gain over 19446 was experienced by motor vehicle 
mealers. The total business of these’ establishments for 1934, including 
Mere sai6 of both new and used vehicles, emounted to $55,241,000, an increase 
memovs) per cent over, the figure reported for 1933 and only slightly, Lower 
meren the value of sales’ for 1941. ° Sales of erocery and combinssion sso 
mor the three provinces in 1934 were $38,299,000 or’ 3.1 per cent higher 
than in the preceding year. Seles of meat markets for 19Z4 were BO, 229 
meto.o per cent higher” than in) 1933. “Value of sales’ Tor’ country gene 
meores Showed an increase over 1935 of 9.7 per csnt. For department s 


TOveS 
j ° Pr conn. Tor hardware vores ea. o per Cen s. itog 
whe increase was 3.2 per cent; or hard ores, ] fe ent; or 
Bumber and building material dealers, 11.3 per cent, and for crug stores, 


6.4 per cent. 


Chain: Store Sates.=-(n 1954 chain’ stores in’ the Prairie’ provinces 
mad sales valued at $56,460,100 or 15.6 per cent of the total business of 
mer stores for that year. In 1933 the ratio of chain store sales to total 
males was 15.5 per cent and in 1930, the first year for WHLGD TA curves |are 
‘available, the ratio was 14.6 per cent. These chaity. store Pisures ineluce 
mee saies for the Prairie Provinces of all retail Sag bore aanne operating 
moOur or more units, exclusive only of Nata tee stores. “wor the census’ of 
Merchandising, all department stores have been treated as independent 
establishments so that data for ownersnip groups of department stores are 
mot included in the chain store figures mentioned here. 


Or, the Total sales of ell erocery and combination stores in) tae 

Prairie Provinces in 1934 amcunting to p58, Boe SUOO). cies? MS VOLE: Gat ee Wels 

$13, 250,900 or’ 35.1° per’ cent." In 1933 the corres ponding ere or chain 
le 


ry LeoO" a G. Was owe per 


store sales to total sales was 34.9 per cent, whi IG 

ives Drugs store chains did 12°54 per centy or the’ tots’ business ‘or’ all 
mrus stores in 1934 as compared with 12.1 per cent in 193%. The values of 
mongin store sales compared with total sales for certain selected kinds of 
musiness for each year from 1930 to 1934 are shown in Table 2 


Scope of Census &-—This repors” on retail” trade” in’ the Prairie Prov— 
me is based upon returns received frcm all chain store companies and 
mrom a representative number of independent stores operating in the various 
fines of business, for which data are shown in the attached tables. Jn all, 
including both chain stores and independent stores, returns were sé 
mOvering approximately 5,800 establishments in the Prairie Provinc 
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is estimated that these transacted about 70 per cent of the total business 
for all stores in these provinces. The reports which have been secured 

have been used to determine the most probable value of sales for those 

units which do not report to the annual census. The figures given in this 
report are, therefore, the most accurate estimates possible of the total 
retail trade for all stores and do not relate to the business of the report- 
ing firms only. 


Table 1 shows the value of sales for each year from 1930 to 1934 
oo the Prairie Provinces for all retail trade as a whole, for stores group- 
ed according to broad kind-of-business groupings, and for a number of 
selected kinds of business. [Indexes of sales (1950 = 100) are also shown 
together with the percentage change in sales between 1956 and 1934. [In 
Table 2 a comparison is made as between chain store sales and total sales. 
Table 3 presents a comparison of sales by commodity groups for department 
ecores for 1954 and 1934. More detailed tables then follow giving value 
of sales by kinds of business for each of the three provinces. Supplemen- 
tary tables are in course of preparation showing employment and wage 
figures, gross margin percentages and value of inventory on hand at the 
elose of the year. <A detailed analysis classifying employees engaged in 
retail trade on the basis of weekly wage payments is also being prepared. 


Manitoba 


Retail trade in Manitoba for 1934 amounted to $129,968,000, an 
eaerease of 7-2 per cent over the sales figure of $121,224,000 for 1933 and 
mesos than One per cent below the value of retail trade in 1942. Represent— 
me the amount of retail business in 1930 by 100, indexes of sales for the 
merrovwineg. years are G6] .4 for 1941, 69.2 for 1942, '64.1, for)/1933, and 68.7 
for 1934. 


Value of sales for grocery and combination stores increased in 
Meo Over 1935 by 2.3 per cent; for country general stores the increase 
moses per cents Tor motor Venicie dealers, 50.8 per cents, Lor hardware 
muorcs, 16.3 per cent, and for lumber and building material dealers, 10.0 
per cent. 


Chain stores transacted 11.62 per cent of the total retail trade 
mr the province in 1934 as compared with 11.24 per cent in 1933 and 11.68 
mer cent in 1930. For grocery and combination stores the ratio of chain 
store sales to total sales was $4.9 per cent in 1944 as compared with 34.2 
mer cent in 1935 and <8.8 per cent in 1930. 


Saskatchewan 


Retail trade in Saskatchewan for the year 1934 amounted to $#111,- 
969,000, an increase of 8.3 per cent over the 1933 figure and approximately 
Baual to the value of retail sales in 1932. [Indexes of sales for this 
province for years subsequent to 1930 (1960 = 100) are as follows; 70.8 
Meee ol, 59.2 for 1932, 54.5 for 1943,, and 59.0) for’ 1934. 


Value of sales for automobile dealer establishments increased by 
moet per cent over the 1933 figure. For country general stores the in- 
meease was 10.c per cent; for hardware stores, 8.8 per cent, and for 
dumber and building material dealers, 8.7 per cent. For grocery and com- 
Dination stores there was a slight increase of .5 per cent, while valus 
Of sales for meat markets increased by 8.7 per cent. 


Chain stores accounted for 19.8 per cent of the total business of 
el retail stores in this province in 1934. [In 1933 the ratio of chain 
Btvore sales to total sales was 20.1 per cent, while in 1960 it was 18.0 per 
pent. Chains in the grocery and combination store field did 37.9 per cent 
Of the total business of all grocery and combination stores in 1934 as com- 
mared with 38.1 per cent in 1934 and 40.3 per cent in 1930. 
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Alberta 


Retail trade in Alberta for 1934 amounted to $120,423,000, an 
increase of 11.1 per cent over the 1933 figure and 4.5 per cent higher 
than the amount recorded for 1932. Representing the value of sales in 1950 
by 100, indexes of retail trade for the following years are 1000 aor LOS . 
Meo ror 1932, 61.4 for 1933,'and 68.2 for’ 1954. 


Value of sales for automobile dealers increased in 1984 by 38.7 
per cent over the 1933 sales figure. For country general stores the in- 
erease was 9.6 per cent; for hardware stores, 14.2 per cent, and for 
lumber and building material dealers, 16.2 per cent. Sales of grocery and 
combination stores increased in value by 6.3 per cent, while meat market 
sales increased by 11.2 per cent. 


Sales made by chain stores in 1934 formed 16.0 per cent of the 
total retail trade of the province. In 1933 the ratio of chain store sales 
to total sales was 15.9 per cent, while in 1930 it was 14.1 per cent. Of 
the total business of all grocery and combination stores in 1984, chain 
stores accounted for 33.1 per cent. In 1933 the corresponding ratio was 
also 33.1 per cent, while in 1930 it was 28.0 per cent. 
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PRATRIB PROVINCES, RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1934 


Table 24-+Comparison of Chain Store Sales and Total Sales, by Years 


HOW Been 192) 1933 1934 


ALL STORES, Total Sales .. | $554,962,100 [423,105,000 |358, 376,000] 332,706,000 362,131,000 
Chain sales .cccoe || $ 81,080,600, 63,550,500; 54,484,000] 51,644,400} 56,460,100 
%, chains to total || 14.6 a0 ee 15. 15.6 


Grocery and Combination 
puores, ‘Otal Sales .... 
Cai GRLOD sc er es 


fay 


8 52,803,600} 45,364,000] 40,362,000) 37,133,000] 38,299,000 
31 
| YP 


7,015,000 | 16,207,800]. 14,630,800! 12,973,900) 13,435,500 


%, chains to total 52) 12 Soar fin Ft 36.2 34.9 35.1 
Variety, 5-and-10, and to- | 
a-dollar Stores, Total 
Sales sccecececececscore ff $ 5,270,900} 5,054,000] 4,543,000] 4,430,000] 4,708,000 
Chain‘sales »s.<se io. 4,057,500| “4j/694,200, | 4,227,400} "4/228 500)" -4,5383,400 
%, chains to total 92.2 92.9 93.1 9362) 54 9300 


Filling Stations, Total 


ee 
es 


7,691,000] 7,952,000 


Bet cod mses), Mijsiagetesia, dine L25371 7200 |..103075,0001, 6,528,000 
Chain sales reeeer | $ 984,100 964,100 952, 600 1,046,500 1,020,900 
%, chains to total} Ostet 9.6 Lit 2 13.6 22,8 

Men's and Boys Clothing | | 

and Furnishings (includes}| 

custom tailors), Total | 

Sales ee 
Chain sales ......]1 § 765,000 554,200 430, 800 475,000 538,800 
%, chains to total | RT £43 ny 71.8 So 


Women's Apparel and Acces- | 
sories Stores, Total | 
Bee Gehe, Pel in ere tices te $0%99937)500s4 83 5925000 

Chain sales reves de 2,262,400] 1,845,600 
| 


6,894,000! 6,286,000] 6,823,000 
1,156,200 993,400 976,400 
16.8 15.8 14.3 


10,126, ooo! 8,697,000] 9,002,000 


%, chains to total 22,8 21.5 


Restaurants, Cafeterias | 
and Hating Places, Total | 


SELES ees cee e ees eeee'se ff S 17,101,600]. 13,135,000 
Cini Salon vee cce to Ly hel, ono 911,800 708 , 300 605,200 515,700 
%, chains to total! 6.6 6.9 ae 7.0 6.4 


| 
| 
9,902,600 ee 6,425,000} 6,051,000} 6,635,000 


Drug Stores, Total Sales .|1 § 14,525,600] 12,337,000] 10,917,000] 9,818,000] 10,154,000 
Chain sales mite @ 1,778,600} 1,360,400! 1,242,900! 1,183, 800| 1,263,700 
#, chains to anal le.2 BBs, On by 11.4 Led Bhity MO Laat 
{ 


Lumber and Building Mater | 
ial Dealers, Total Sales | $ 27,241,000} 18,143,000; 14,740,000 
Chain sales mv ee Be 16,829,300} 10,640,200] 9,151,700} 8,101,200} 9,241,200 
%, chains to eer 61.8 58.6 62.1 64.2 65.8 
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Table 3.--Sales by Commodity Groups for Department Stores, 1933 and 1934 
Sales 
Department in rot 
1934 ‘Change 
| ponies 
Toteljoales, All Departments 0% s%. oes vies coe eae N Cle 9 30,000170.1 32,000). + 3.2 
Apparel and accessories, women's, misses' and children's | : 
(including furs, fur goods, infants' wear, hosiery, 
gloves, lingerie, etc.) eoeeeoeaeeweoeevreeeeeeoveseeeseeeew eee ee 8 @ 435:745,900 14,261,000 + Sel 
Automotive supplies (including tires, batteries, automo- ; 
tive parts) oeeeeeoaeve@rovetevreeeeeeeeseet eoovreeeesvseeeeeee epee ee 426,900 451,800 + 5.8 
Cafeterias and restaurants (including fountain and lunch i 
rooms) eevee eeeoeeavreeeeer eee eeeeoeeaeoeeeseseeeenvneseeos ees ood 988,000 958,900 - 2.9 
Clothing and furnishings, men's and boys' (including hats 
and caps) see eee eeeeeoernrneevre Oeoeereoe eases eerer ere eeveeeeeeeo ee ee 8,527,700 9,170,400 + 705 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations (including | ; 
Cameras) and photographic supplies) ...e.scscsvsccesslecee f .27923,L00} 2,084,600! -'1.0 
Dry goods and notions (including piece goods - silks, 
woollens, cottons, linens - ribbons, laces, ombroideries,| 
Poa@onen toread, patterns, Yarns)! s\c'svess tee sciee abs one sie PEs 1955 O00 bt 159775000) + 2.3 
Farm and garden equipment and supplies (including farm ) ; 
machinery, harness, seeds, EC le my aa eniphedineneainets: Paes LRT. FRAN 0 1,085,400} 1,147,300] + 5.7 
Food and kindred products (groceries, meats, provisions, f 
candies, fruit and ORCC ADS) ole iieialn ated svaiglerahh « sae ce etal yao Ae eCOT Es, 2O0 pnOO tie 261 
Furniture (including mattresses, springs) i We, tue Bat tee | 2,244,300] 2,480,500] +10.5 
Hardware and kitchen utensils (including paints, wallpaper) 2,119,600] 2,169,400] + 2.3 
Home furnishings (draperies, curtains, bedding, table 
linen, china, glassware, pictures, window shades, floor | 
coverings) SEE RE Soe Sues ales dec hee ee oy ath GMS See aT S5e00 3,423,900 mn | 
Household appliances and electrical supplies (washing : ‘ 
machines, sewing machines, electric irons, vacuum ( 
Cleaners, refrigerators, stoves, electrical fixtures, | 
lamps aie 2 awe OMS OF Cees tS 8 tk se 00's O40 00 Bie 46 F16 ¢ 210.8 4 oe See v8) | 740, 400 818,500 ALO AG 
Jewellery and optical goods (including clocks, watches, | ; 
Silverware, plated ware ) @oeoeesevevescovoeevneeveeeeeee?ee eee 8 0 @ | dl 35,900 1,258,600 +10,8 
Leather goods and travelling goods (including purses and | 
hand-bags) BPRS IE ates HOME ores sta 'e, Si as sLelvay dt catevayaseereilesereitaoban ora obete Meu tely tl 687,500 768, 600 | 411.8 
Millinery Potter 802 , 300 835,900 + 4,2 
Radios, musical instruments, and supplies ..ssccreveccsoee | 1,016,200} 1,043,300 + ea | 
Shoes and other footwear (men's, women's and children's) . | 5,629,000! 5,755,000| + 2.2 
Sporting goods (including bicycles, toys, Pants). swe slew o 4 | 823,500 872,400 | + sei, 
, 
Memevonery, books}end magazines’ .'ssc\sle cus sew ow sie oel¥é sce Oa | 984,700} 1,028,200] + 4.4 
Receipts from repair or service departments, not included | 
elsewhere (such as hairdressing, electrical contracting, 
Mer ietorers, interior Gecoratang)) os cveccaaricciiy ies aece 507,400 | yg ple Oe I Ses 
Miscellaneous merchandise (Specify principal departments | h 
included here, giving figures for each one whose sales | 
amount to more than 5 per cent of total store sales) ... : 990,500} 1,018,100] + 2.8 
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CENSUS OF MSRCHANDISING AND SERVICKH ESTABLISHMENTS. 


Retail Merchandise Trade in the Prairie Provinces, 1935 


Retail sales in the Prairie Provinces for 1935 totalled almost $385,000,000, 
an increase of 6 per cent over 1934 and 16 per cent higher than the amount recorded for 
1933, according to the results of the annual Census of Merchandising and Service Estab- 
lishments. The index of sales for 1935 stands at 69.4 on the base 1930 equals 100, in- 
dicating that the value of retail trade was still 30 per cent below the level of the base 
year. Relative improvement ove: 1934 was about equal for each of the three Prairie Prov- 
inces, varying little from the average increase of 6 per cent recorded for the economic 
division as a whole. Manitoba and Alberta have also about the same standing relative to 
1930, sales in both provinces veing approximately 27 per cent below the level of that 
year, as reflected in the index numbers of 72.7 for the former province and 72.6 for the 
latter. The index for Saskatchewan for 1935 stands at 63.0, the lower figure being due, 
of course, to the much greater decline in trade in this province during the interval 1930 


to 1933. 


Consistent with the results for other sections, the greatest improvement in 
1935 over 1934 in the Prairie Provinces was reported by sutoud tive establishments, house 
furnishing dealers and by dealers in hardware or other building supplies. Much smaller 
gains were recorded by food stores, country general stores and the general merchandise 
group of stores, kinds of business which experienced a smaller reduction in business dur- 
ing the depression years. Aggregate sales of the automotive group of establishments for 
the Prairie Provinces as a whole, and including the business of motor vehicle dealers, 
garages, service stations, etc., showed an increase of 18 per cent; the furniture and 
household group was up by 13 per cent, while the building materials group was up by 8 per 
cent. Grocery and combination store sales increased by 4 per cent; country general 
store sales were up by 3 per cent, and department store sales increased by 3 per cent. 


Chain Store Sales.--The ratio of chain. store business to total business has 
remained practically constant throughout the period 1930 to 1935, indicating that the 
trend in chain store business has closely followed that for the total retail trade as a 
whole. There were 145 chain companies in the Prairie Provinces in 1935 and these operat- 
ed 1,979 stores with $58,637,000 sales, this amount forming 15.2 per cent of the total 
trade. In the preceding year, there were 146 chain companies with 2,029 units and 
$56,105,500 sales and the chain ratio was 15.5 per cent. In 1930, there were 171 chain 
companies and these accounted for 14.6 per cent of the total retail business in that 
year, 


In the grocery and combination store field, 14 chain companies operated a 
total of 344 stores with $14,292,000 sales or 35.9 per cent of the total business of all 
‘such stores. The corresponding ratios were 35.1 for 1934, 34.9 for 1933, and 32.2 for 
1930. 


Lumber and building material dealers operating four or more yards, while dif- 
fering materially from regular chains in many respects, are classified as such for this 
census. There were 34 different chains of this type in the Prairie Provinces in 1935. 
These operated a total of 804 yards and had $9,629,400 sales, this amount forming 61.5 
per cent of the total business of all lumber and building material dealers. 


Scope of Census.~-This report is based upon returns received from all chain 
store companies and from a representative number of independent stores operating in the 
various lines of business for which data are shown in the attached tables. The reports 
which have been secured have been used in determining the most probable value of sales 
for those units which do not report to the annual census so that the sales figures given 
here relate to the total retail trade and not to the business transacted by the reporting 


aca ~@0 pines 
ro; a) 


Bee a ONT «7 A «ol bi lide oO ; 
BONY in Bs) aah. patty ‘pts eae nae hae ree a) Se 
eae ni akg Linda “agit mF tor eee Me x 


ea 


5 
“ 


* 


ar 
Walaa anise tease piv eeieante oenlitlyie de tor vot alay en au eaneuT 1 ~ Pretesie (ser ete Ge rw 

avioes Passe wnne ti gy eben fy am INGO rm abot Lodi cehamen nes rusts a . ae oe veK we aaa twee! 

: / f ° 


A 


ee ry . Pov ¥ 
Dyk anttet raat ony vate aide ‘une eri nici “p Duta 


We 
‘ 
a Wet 


wag 
Naas BEBE .gesakvor’ ek nbea’ ons of Shams Rename se 
’ i, 7 oO 
at ) U . iS . 
Vs IO: 0 o. x ) tebiele battatot GEO “ot seomnive: Gq aided edly ai, esta 
ao Rabie Seer Srorome) ett sikh rpg bs #4 dove Seo" 
E wit uo ViISs bite ReLer tty novell to BN ana” ef 
Gs i + 4 Mi, me ed “ ® ~ we, ™ : 
by] mins <b0 an} RL Rupe QE RUBRIC Ri hy ed te ‘ ahi 
i, ORR ent tb Revel ott woled tne veg Of ne eats 
1 at worth adi Yo. dead aot Leaps ood FRO Tursheve: 
ee Stmoroo o ene wot Babyooet 3 yoy oO To) WmaRe 
1 QAR Ve fy i ot gativete’ enae oft ovode cbla oven 
f tog VS whet eenames ee QALe6 rewcoen 


; Fit | pn Oe aL a ire i a 2 td 
1 eit to? “US? to: atecain ReBie vat 


* 
ee ae 
eveeeitend tot aah of 


Kk A ) é " (Lae ’ Pi \ 0 3 
. ~ ' 
shat ok soktoed “tetany staat "08. OF 
5 Care, h 
Af 7 4, 
ii Foemayetd testes Os. BN gtteoda wade tod acliee Ont Ai Slay tabanod 
oproud ® seondaridaven evktomitod yd ‘box Hi RedKIFOTA ON" 4) SAS) ne tere 
1 ‘ , - ib: ‘ 
re Lt tet oul  .eekflagiwie yarhiivud wedie xo e*terb sil Or wreloos bre anetaeh: 
ROTO & i Ome On v PUTT) cao aa | anc bey ay 
ders a betwotreyke Jobtw. opoiinind 0 its @ , 20708 he. 
} Ade lo poten bk bits 8 ATO ol Oh 
iy “ebom To sper hand Fr sotiulome a5 Reeay 4s ad Recaivo’s” 
‘haa ‘otehboaw we 2 ded taq 8 te cmmevent we Rowell 9%  oxaktats eofye 
"Oy Bh edge | ew 1 etal tera py { oid efter (Poo aba ye ah) eam bn Re 
 Leeoneg eriawoe pres. 19g * eartont polan os6ta! Kortawidnes “hae 
|) QReo eq Fo od heemetodl wets Soantseqeh di Swed BOQ ge ve qe 
4 i. 
of 5 : 2! 
got agentenod Lates of agentesd etora teds to othex) ei} nee. gxost 
ky eee gnsteotbice .Ceel oF OfeL bopraq odd, inode tat TRerenas 
ay : ° £ eu t nu . ot “ sate i sy, oe og 
Go 88 Os srs Cheebay Davey env Tor Pac Rhawolflod Wi GeioQ.o ea Balai EAU 9 bows 
Aish anand bum df i peonivort #itiand off wl colt Aeed. mwas 2 eat ‘etow ‘oxe 


CP bw es Soe et cere Jen 
Uh, FOUN TM TTAP TLR Re sekaae, 


fatot odd lo tae } 
bas etiag @50 fo. koccgine t ntetd adl onew exede (ey garbesetq, 
| arado LPL 4: L (Jéneo toy @.0L new of weds eft bos aabae 
Vi sina he fated aft Wd teas weg ONL tok Dea tatoo ss ecient’ & 


i 
a ‘ t r *.* e . e + #, P oui & , 
# betareq) wetuogmoo nrany  DLGED Otode «molten AgMOo DAR Pee ORR Oe al: 
_ * A fe a + ia 4 mae 3 Oy Chay) fF pre vers 
1 ike Fo esontend: lato? ent 20 ereO Tog SP. ef to selene Oy Sy AAG. tin ewsates dae 
aot 8.86 baw ,FFRL sot OE ,bECL tot Lit evew eohhar gic HMogeest03 ony 
Co 


tom yekbibint bus tedmul 
b \enien pee ge vegee binges: ole mont aon 


ie eS PhebaLy \ sti oe! (ba ini les 
«TE ef baw: RUBY @ Tom 


d t ony ore a" oan 
a alix sot douse ae bes 


| eCERL wk aooutvotl efitats o 
eho geedorie > Seno ety , voles 008, e84 ee Sed boat sbriay $08 20° } 
| Veretaoh Latvetnn: yathitud oes. pods AO aR ereateud Biers gers 


‘ghad'9 Efe mort bevtovot sriwdex angy beasd ety wacker’ eat oe yi 


edt me guttatego corods. snebreaabas Te, Se einie evitateouehye a 


attogst “edt . .noldad boteatin att mt. erro: Ee wish dobehe ¥ %or peers te te 


eolge to owlay eidedorg toon att gainintedeh ai beas wead eve | berwoeg ne 
Zueres Lousiana’ wrt of dtpqer fom ob Mohdw atte 


nov. B kotygt? colee wit tadt o8 
| baud oat oF: sini ban ohare iistes Lajar wat “oF 


dqex est yd hetooanant evox 


firms only. Since reports are not received from all stores for this annual census, it is 
not possible to state the total number of trading establishments operating during years 
subsequent to 1930. In all, including both chain and independent stores, ieturns were re- 
ceived covering approximately 6,000 establishments in the Prairie Provinces and it is es- 
timated that these transacted 70 per cent of the total retail trade. 


It should be clearly understood that all retail sales figures given in this 
report relate to stores grouped according to kind of business and not to commodity sales. 
Grocery stores sell a number of lines of goods in addition to strictly grocery items, 
Drug stores are not restricted to the sale of drugs and medicines. On the other hand, 
groceries are sold in many kinds of stores in addition to those units classified as gro- 
cery stores, Country general stores and department stores are especially active in some 
districts in the sale of these commodities. 


Table 1 present3 a summary of retail trade for the Prairie Provinces as a 
whole and shows, first, the number of stores and value of sales for 1930; second, total 
estimated sales for each of the years 1933 to 1935, and, third, indexes of sales from 
1930 to 1935 and the percentage change between the last two years of the period under 
review. Table 2 presents a comparison of chain sales and total sales, first, for the 
total retail trede as a whole and, then, for a number of kinds of business in which chains 
are of considerable imocrtance, Teble 3 presents a comparison of sales by commodity 
groups for department stores for 1934 and 1935. More detailed tables then follow giving 
value of sales by kinds of business for each of the three provinces. 


Manitoba 


Retail sales in Manitoba in 1935 totalled $137,533,000, an increase of 6 per 
cout over 1934 and 13 per cent in excess of the amount recorded for 1933. The index of 
sales for this province on the base 1930 equals 100 stands at 72.7. 


Motor vehicle dealers reported the greatest improvement over the preceding 
year with a gain of 24 per cent; office, school and store supplies and equipment dealers 
came next with an increase of 18 per cent; radio and music stores were up 16 per cent, 
and household appliance stores, 15 per cent. Much smaller gains were recorded by dealers 
handling chiefly necessities and stable lines. Grocery and combination store sales were 
up by 3 per cent, while country general store sales showed an increase of only one per 
cent. 


Chain stores transacted 11.8 per cent of the total retail trade of the prov- 
ince in 1935 as compared with 11.6 per cent in 1934 and 11.2 per cent in 1933. For 
grocery end combination stores the ratio of chain store sales to total sales was 33.4 per 
cent in 1935, 34.9 per cent in 1934 and 34.2 per cent in 1933. 


Saskatchewan 


Retail sales in aia aca: for 1935 totalled $119,137,000, an increase of 
approximately 7 per cent over the $111,637,000 recorded for 1934 and 16° per cent in excess 
of the 1933 figure. The index of sales for this province for 1935 on the base 1930 equals 
100 stands at 63.0. 


Notor vehicle dealers increased their business over 1934 by 34 per cent. Other 
lines of business reporting substantial increases were: office, school and store supplies 
and equipment dealers, 22 per cent; household appliance stores, 21 per cent, and furni- 
ture stores, 15 per cent, Grocery and combination store sales were up by 3 ver cent, 
while country general stores increased their business by 4 per cent. Government liquor 
Store sales showed a decline of 17 per cent, the large decrease in this case arising from 


the opening during the year of beverage rooms and the consequent diversion of trade from 


the liquor stores. 


Chain store sales were $22,788,800 in 1935, this amount forming 19.2 per cent 
of the total retail trade. In 1934, the corresponding ratio was 19.8 per cent and in 1933, 


20.1 per cent. Chains in the grocery and combination store field did 41.0 per cent of the 
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i 
\ 
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business of all such stores in 1935, 37.9 per cent in 1934 and 38.1 per cent in 1933. 
Alberta 
Retail sales in Alberta in 1935 totalled $128, 202,000, an increase of 6.5 per 


Bent over 1934 and 18 per cent in excess of the 1933 figure. The index of sales for this 
province for 1935 stands at 72.6 (1930 = 100). 
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Motor vehicle dealers increased their sales by 18.4 per cent, this percentage 
being based upon the totai business of the firms in question, including sales of new and 
used vehicles, sales of accessories, gas and oil, and receipts from repairs. Government 
liquor store sales were up by 16 per cent; office, school and store supplies and equip- 
ment dealers were up by 15 per cent; household appliance stores, 15 per cent, and radio 
and music stores, 13 per cent. Grocery and combination store sales showed an improvement 
of 6 per cent while country general stores were up by 3 per cent. 


Chain sales in Alberta in 1935 totalled $19,656,400 or 15.3 per cent of the 
total retail trade of the province. In 1934, the corresponding ratio was 16.0 per cent 
and in 1933 it was 15.9 per cent. Chains operating in the grocery and combination store 
field transacted 34.5 per cent of the business of all stores classified as grocery or 
combination stores. In 1934, the corresponding ratio was 33.1 per cent - unchanged from 
the preceding year, 
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PRAIRIE PROVINCES - RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1935 


Table 2,.--Number of Chains, Chain Stores, Total Chain Store Sales and Percentage 
of Chain Store Sales to Total Sales, by Years 


ALL STORES, TOTAL - 


Chains ...... Sno 171 150 
Stores (maximum) ...| 2,350 2,104 
Chain sales ...... . 1 $ 81,080,600! 54,484,000 
Total sales ........{ 0554, 962,100] 358 , 376 ,000 
“%, chains to total || 14.6 

Grocery and Combination 

Stores - 

MAG 6 a so 659 08 2 P 16 
Stores (maximum) ... 364 

| Chain sales ...... »of © 17,015,000] 14,630,800 

| Total sales ......+6 9 52,803,600| 40,362,000 

| %, chains to total . cya 


Variety, 5-and-10, and to- | 
ardollar Stores - 
CORNERS s.ais.a.sis' wb wae 

Stores (maximum) ... 


LOCKS SALES” wess's ses 


%, chains to total || 92.2 
Gasoline Filling Stations - 
| CARLNSPA beaks s «bead 4 
Stations (maximum) .| 66 
Chain sales ..... seus 984,100 
Total sales ........) 9 12,371,200 
%, chains to total . 8.0 
Men's and Boys' Clothing 
and Furnishings (includes| 
custom tailors) - 
CHRD RT CWS ae. es 85% 4 
Stores (maximum) ... pen HS 
Chain sales ....0+066 ¥ 765,000 
Total sales ......+06$ 9,902,600 
%, chains to total + T04 
Women*s Apparel and Acces- 
sories Stores - : 
CREDA. suas Be a atet ae 8 
Stores (maximum) ...| 36 
Chain salés...,.-+10, 2,262,400), 1,256,200 
Total sales ..... eoel? 9,937,500] 6,894,000 
%4, chains to total . 22.8 16.8 
Restaurants, Cafeterias and| 
_ Eating Places - 
GHBLYE (cy pas nese seas] 7 
Stores (maximum) ... 35 
Chain sales ..eccees) 1,127,800 
Total sales ...+.e+049 17,101,600| 10,126,000 
| %, chains to total . : 7.0 
Drug Stores - 
CURING scien sccaaea cel 7 6 
Stores (maximum) ...| 37 35 
Chain sales ........,9 1,778,600] 1,242,900 
Total sales ....-eceet 8 14,525,600] 10,917,000 
“%4, chains to total . 12.2 11.4 
lumber and Building Mater- 
ial Dealers - 
PRRPNS sk ie cee oe eno 41 40 
Yards (maximum) ....| 1,009 900 
Chain sales .....ec0]% 16,829,300] 9,151,700 
Total sales ........1$ 27,241,000} 14,740,000 
4, chains to total .| 61.8 bead 


these are included in the totals. 
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37 
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12.4 
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580 ,000 
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4m (X) indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, but 
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Table 3.--Sales by Commodity Groups for Department Stores, 1934 and 1935 
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Department 
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<fxNO Ps | 
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| 79.132,000 | 72.436 


Total Sales, All Departments a ae ge 


Apparel and accessories, women's, misses‘ and children's 
(including furs, fur goods, infants' wear, hosiery, | 


Sree INS LO2, GEE 0) Gece. oe u's Gls iy Wd alo « pitte s 8 0 SMe eso 4 14,267,000 | 14,932,000 
i 
Automotive supplies (including tires, batteries, automo~ , | 
tive parts) vette cece oeeeccene cers cecteraseronrecrccee | 436,000 44% ,000 
Cafeterias and restaurants (including fountain and lunch | { 
rooms) Pee e scene eee seco rece re recscesoecroscsescnccace | 959,000 3, 0215000 
Clothing and furnishings, men's and boys’ (including | 
hats and caps) Sees e ees ee ccoceecreccecoteenscnsencces | 9,171,000! 9,649,000 
‘Drugs and toilet articles and preparations (including | 
cameras and photographic supplies) ...sscee- whee ae «Mieke Boe 7e FB 0GH 2,753,000 
Dry goods and notions, including piece goods - silks, 
woollens, cottons, linens (other than bed or table 
linens) - ribbons, laces, embroideries, buttons, 
enread, patterns, yarns s.c.sconceccssence’ ile. aps Se a a 8,447,000 
Farm and garden equipment and supplies (including farm H | 
|) machinery, harness, seeds, etc.) ..s..e60. Bie Deals @rbio aR | Baan 1,120,000 
Pood and kindred products (groceries, meats, provisions, | | 
|) candies, fruit and vegetables) Ro a one ie ae oy 11,250,000 | LT, GOT 000 
Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ne fe ed 2,485,000 | 2,583,000 
Hardware and kitchen utensils (including paints, wall- : | 
paper) ORES ASG "Biae AG es S  mien aanaahee till MR tah Race 2,283 ,000 
Home furnishings - draperies, curtains, bedding (includ- | 
| ing bed linen, blankets), table linen, china, glass- | 
_ ware, pictures, window shades, floor coverings Seek geet Poy 3,540,000 
i ; ; } | 
Household appliances and electrical supplies (washing | 
_ machines, sewing machines, electric irons, vacuum | 
cleaners, refrigerators, stoves, electrical fixtures, | i 
lamps NEP SS i eae ay an aa taken oe 137,000 
Jewellery and optical goods ‘including clocks, watches, i 
| silverware, plated ware ) eee. afin Wal i Ne, Mee tans: 1,335,000 
Leather goods and travelling goods (including purses and. | 
hand-bags) es@e@eeveveeeeoensxnecovooseocncagseaecne6e3 ¢@ Ceornteooeesceeveseoad 748 ,000 781 ,000 
| Millinery RES COSTE! I pO ee dea) ie te At hea a ne 836,000 824 ,000 
pgpatios, musical instruments, and supplies Recta seek ian 985,000 | 1,158,000 
1 Dees 4 
Shoes and other footwear (men's, women's and chidren's)| 5, 155,000 | 5 ,808 ,000 
Sporting goods (including bicycles, toys, games) eseeee | 857,000 | 927,000 
Stationery, books and magazines BWM Me Me aa ae ce ott 1,023,000} 1,084,000 
Receipts from repair or service departments, not iuelndod 
! ed elsewhere (such as hairdressing, electrical con- 
. tracting, fur storage, interior decorating) ay a, 521,000 525,000 
Miscellaneous merchandise se esescosoccerecsescossosocccs | 1,042,000 |} 1,097 ,000 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. 


Retail Merchandise Trade in the Prairie Provinces, 1936 


Reflecting increased agricultural revenue and consistent with results for 
other regions, retail trade in the Prairie Provinces continued upward during 1936, result- 
ing in a 7.1 per cent increase over 1935. Retail sales totalled ¥415,684,000 in 1936 
compared with $387,968,000 in 1935 and $554,962,100 in 1930, the first year for which 
these trade statistics are available. Annual indexes of sales for the Prairie Provinces 
on the 1930 base are as follows: 74.9 for 1936, 69.9 for 1935, 65.9 for 1934, and 60.2 
for 1933. Direct comparison between 1933 and 1936 reveals a 24.4 per cent improvement 
although sales in the latter year were still 25 per cent below the 1930 level. 


Results for individual provinces within the group show that Manitoba sales 
were up 6.9 per cent compared with 1935, bringing the index of sales for this province on 
“the 1930 base to 78.5. Alberta sales advanced 2.5 per cent over 1935. A more substan- 
tial increase of 9.2 per cent in Saskatchewan helped to bring the level of retail trade 
Telative to the 1930 base more in line with that for other regions. The index of sales 
for Saskatchewan stands at 69.0 for 1936, still considerably lower than corresponding in- 
dexes for the other Prairie Provinces. 


| The increase in the total retail trade of the Prairie Provinces in 1936 was 
due less than in the preceding two years to the rapid expansion in the automotive trade 
following the low level to which it had declined in 1932 and 1933, and rather to a more 
uniform extension of the general recovery to many lines of business. Lumber and building 
material dealers reported 11,7 per cent more business than in 1935, an increase reflect- 
jing heightened activity in the construction industry. Motor vehicle dealers reported an 
increase of 10,1 per cent in value of annual business, including receipts from all 
sources - sales of parts, gas and oil, and receipts from repairs and services in addition 
to the sale of new and used vehicles. New motor vehicle sales alone increased 10.9 per 
cent in number and 12.3 per cent in value over 1935, another series of reports showing 
that 18,424 new motor vehicles sold for $18,376,773 in 1936 compared with 16,907 vehicles 
for $16,359,180 in 1935, Radio and music store sales were up 7.2 per cent; department 
Stores gained 5.1 per cent; grocery and combination stores, 4.7 per cent, and country 
general stores, 4.4 per cent. 


Chain Storgs.--There were 135 different chain store companies operating a 
total of 1,915 unit stores or branches in the Prairie Provinces in 1936. Sales of these 
totalled $65,853,700 or 15.8 per cent of the total annual sales of all stores including 
both chains and independents. In 1935 there were 144 chains with 1,973 stores and 
$58,075,800 sales, the ratio of chain to total sales in this instance being 15.0 per cent. 
In this connection it should be pointed out that Government liquor store sales are in- 
Cluded in the chain store category. Figures submitted by the Alberta Liquor Control 
Board for 1936 include sales of beer at wholesale prices to licensees whereas in earlier 
years liquor store sales only were reported. This factor is largely responsible for the 
increase in chain store ratio from 15.0 per cent in 1935 to 15.8 per cent in 1936. When 
‘the Liquor Control Board figures are excluded from both the chain and total sales for 
both years, the chain ratio for the Prairie Provinces as a group varied from 12.6 per cent 
in 1935 to 12,8 per cent in 1936. 


| Chains in the grocery and combination store field transacted business to the 
‘Value of $14,972,100 in the Prairie Provinces during the year under review, the ratio of 
Chain sales to total sales in this field being 35.9 per cent, unchanged from the preced- 
ing year, Thirty-four lumber and building material dealers, each with four or more yards 
‘and included in the chain store group, had sales valued at $10,903,900 or 62.3 per cent 
of the total business of all retail lumber and building material dealers in the three 
‘provinces, Chains also transacted 12,2 per cent of the drug store business, 15.3 per cent 
of the business of women’s specialty shops, and they continued to occupy the dominant 
‘positien in the variety store field, 
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1 Nine 


Manitoba 


Retail sales in Manitoba in 1936 reached a total figure of $148,541,000, ex- 
ceeding by 6.9 per cent the $138,947,000 recorded for 1935. The index of sales for this 
province on the base 1930 equals 100 stands at 78.5, 


Motor vehicle dealers reported 17.5 per cent more business than in 1935. 
Marked improvement was also shown in the builders' supply trades; hardware store sales 
were up 10.0 per cent, while retail lumber yards advanced 12.4 per cent. The furniture 
and household group likewise registered substantial gains. Household appliance store 
gales were up 14.8 per cent; furniture store sales, 11.7 per cent, and radio and music 
store sales, 9.1 per cent. 


Gains for kinds of business dealing in more staple lines of merchandise are 
er cent for grocery and combination stores, 8.0 per cent for country general stores, 
er cent for coal and wood yards, and 7.8 per cent for drug stores. 


iS 'd 


The ratio of chain to total sales remained unchanged from the preceding year 
at 11.2 per cent. There were 66 chain store companies with 355 stores in Manitoba in 
1936 compared with 72 chain companies and 370 stores in 1935. Chain sales totalled 
916,677,300 in 1936 compared with $15,630,600 in the preceding year. 

| 

| 
Saskatchewan 


| Retail sales in Saskatchewan totalled $130,621,000 in 1936, exceeding by 9.2 
| per cent the amount recorded for the preceding year and bringing the dollar value of 
sales to within 31 per cent of the 1930 level. The index of sales for this province on 
| the base 1930 equals 100 stands at 69.0 for 1936. 


Motor vehicle dealers reported an increase in business of 20.3 per cent over 
thet for 1935 which, in turn, was 33.7 per cent better than in 1934. The lumber and 

| building materials group shared in the improvement recorded by dealers in this group in 
all sections of the country. Hardware store sales advanced 5.6 per cent while sales of 
| retail lumber yards were up 13.4 per cent. The furniture and household group as a whole 
| reported 14.3 per cent more business than in 1935, individual lines of business within 

| the group showing gains of 25.4 per cent for household appliance stores, 12.7 per cent 
for radio and music stores, and 7.0 per cent for furniture stores. 


| Country general store sales increased 4.8 per cent and grocery and combina- 
tion stores reported a like improvement. Variety store sales increased 14.0 per cent 

| while stores in the apparel group averaged 5.3 per cent more business than in 1935, Coal 
| and wood yards were up 9.6 per cent; drug stores, 5,9 per cent, and farmers' supply 
stores, 12.1 per cent. Government liquor store sales declined 2,5 per cent, 


i There were 82 different chain companies in Saskatchewan in 1936, with 986 


unit stores or branches and 923,986,900 sales. The ratio of chain sales to total sales 
was 18.4 per cent for 1936 compared with 19.1 per cent for the preceding year. 


Alberta 


Retail sales of $128,861,000 in 1936 compare with »125,709,000 in 1935, 

| revealing a@ minor increase of 2.5 per cent during the period under review. These sales 

| figures cover the total retail merchandise trade of the province exclusive of sales of 
the Provincial Liquor Control Board. Prior to 1936 sales reported by the Alberta Liquor 
|Control Board included Government liquor store sales only. Figures available for 1936 
jinclude both retail sales of the liquor stores and also sales of beer at wholesale prices 
|}to licensees. Total sales including the Liquor Control Board figures were $136,522,000 
for 1936 compared with $129,435,000 for the preceding year, the more pronounced gain of 
5.5 per cent from these totals being due to the incomparability of the data for the 
Alberta Liquor Board. 


In contrast with results for other provinces, motor dealers reported a 
Slight decrease in total business from 1935, a decline of 1.4 per cent being recorded, 
|New motor vehicle sales alone increased slightly during the same period, 7,244 new vehic- 
jles retailing for $7,253,587 in 1936 compared with 7,187 vehicles for $7,041,836 in 1935. 
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Lumber and building material dealers reported an increase of 8.8 per cent; 
furniture store sales were up 4.9 per cent; grocery and combination stores advanced 4.2 
per cent, while country general stores reported 1.9 per cent more business than in 1935. 


Ratio of chain to total sales increased slightly from 1935, Excluding the 
Alberta Liquor Control Board figures from the calculations, the ratio of chain sales to 
/ total sales increased from 12.3 per cent in 1935 to 12.8 per cent in 1936. 


“ 


Scope of Census.--This report is based upon returns received from all chain 
store companies and from a representative number of independent stores operating in the 
various lines of business for which data are shown in the attached tables. The reports 
which have been secured have been used in determining the most probable value of sales 
for those units which do not report to the annual census so that the sales figures given 
here relate to the total retail trade and not to the business transacted by the report- 
ing firms only. Since reports are not received from all stores for this annual census, 
it is not possible to state the total number of trading establishments operating during 
years subsequent to 1930. In all, including both chain and independent stores, returns 
were received covering approximately 6,600 establishments in the Prairie Provinces and 
it is estimated that these transacted about 70 per cent of the total retail trade. 


It should be clearly understood that all retail sales figures given in this 
report relate to stores grouped according to kind of business and not to commodity sales. 
Grocery stores sell a number of lines of goods in addition to strictly grocery items. 
Drug stores are not restricted to the sale of drugs and medicines. On the other hand, 
groceries are sold in many kinds of stores in addition to those units classified as 
grocery stores. Country general stores and department stores are especially active in 
some districts in the sale of these commodities, 
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PRAIRIE PROVINCES - RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1936 


Table 2.--Number of Chains, Chain Stores, Total Chain Store Sales and Percentage 
of Chain Store Sales to Total Sales, by Years 
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Table 4.--Comparison of Department Store Sales 


no ee re ee ee er ee 
Ferre are ee a TE NE RE RE OR I SS REET 


Department 


— 


SNE RRS EY Ce 


Total. Sales, AlLj. Departments o#eeoccdone 0 


and 
infants‘ 


Apparel and accessories, women‘s, misses' 


children's (including furs, fur goods, wear, 


Mesiery, gloves, Livigerien Ste.) i veuw onde calee nares cc] 147949, 000 
Automotive supplie 2s (including tires, batteries, auto- | 
motive parts) bite) 0 GES TOEG OUSECOLG. aa Go OND Oat) be RIG) Ok om cho foro, onl 440 ,000 
Cafeterias and restaurants (including fountain and 
lunch rooms ) pe TF RE ES WE Skt RCE 1,009,000 
Clothing and furnishings, men’s and boys’ (including 
‘ bf] 6S 
hats and caps) O7EeovOAF CNRS ODOFOOCYOOSOOF5FCH9DOHDO6O0 | 9,665,000 
i} 
Drugs and toilet arti cles and preparations (including | 
cameras and photographic supplies) ssscoceecocccooeve | 2,152,000 
Dry goods and notions (including pieca goods) cecsccoe) 
: ee ; 
Home furnishings (draperies, curtains, china, window 11,935,000 
shades, floor COVes. “ings ) Oo 0 Pb: itp. s Cay 5 Sek oie Pe aay 
Farm and garden equ ent and suoplies (inciuding farm 
machinery, ebabsee = seeds 5 Mote x) seoporsre0escoecnocecocrcuean 1,118,000 


Food and kindred products 


(1) Figures 


(groceries, meats, provisions, 
candies, fruits, vegetables) 11,054,000 


oon eo eCEeEHReOgOOoOS HP O89 as AC oO 


Surniture (including mattresses, springs) coesccreccces | 2,580,000 
Hardware and kitchen utensils (including paints, wall- 

paper) OV0O0COKHDKC ODF HFOKOGOTCSCHYOHDXFZO9SFHO20FC0COOTHC HOF ORZCOK OK 0005 2,324,000 
Household appliances and electrical supplies (washing 

machines, sewing machines, electric irons, vacuum 

cleaners, refrigerators, stoves, electrical fixtures, 

lamos, etc.) 6eoocotvconoocegeotsrQeaovoeoccoeonnvnagdaoe0b6ogovanosgogvoone 1,134,000 
Jewellery and optical goods (ineluding clocks, watches, 

silverware, plated ware) O7F0b92F0F6CHO070H006006000909¢000 1,332,000 
Leather goods and travelling goods (including purses 

and hand~bags) DOSSCOHOAHEOHODOE TCL EOHSSEEOKOHSOROFCHOSOI EC OHOOY 752,000 
Millinery Sere OHoCTOF AXrFOVC OD HOC OOHEHOXGC6CGOCONnHFHOF VCR Oe GHeEOD 822,000 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies .o..cx0x0000008 1,155,000 
Shoes and other footwear (men's, women's and children's) 5,794,000 
Sporting goods (including bicycles, toys, games) ccccoe 925,000 
mecionery, books and magazines. os toce were oscvatescece sl 1,001,000 
Receipts from repair or service departments, not inclu- 

ded elsewhere (such as hairdressing, electrical. 

contracting, fur storage, interior decorating). os... 524,000 
meecollancous merchandise Sehouhs Ga catp.* aielo weuhh 6.68 2 soso peat) 20931, 000 


re ee ae > en nee er et eo a ee ~- ————— 


shown above for 1935 have be 


corresponding table last year. 


- RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1936 


1s by Commodity Groups for 1935 and 1936 


6,152,000 


15,347,000 


420,000 


1,098,000 


10, 343,000 


2,974,000 


12,622,000 


1,354,000 


11,130,000 


2,967,000 


2,349,000 


1,413,000 


1,455,000 


653,000 
824,000 
1,360,000 
53939 ,000 
1,046,000 


1,162,000 


562,000 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 


Retail Merchandise Trade in the Prairie Provinces, 1937 


The yearly improvement which has been evident in the retail trade of 
the Prairie Provinces since 1933 continued in 1937 when there was an increase of 5.6 
per cent in dollar value compared with the previous year. Retail sales totalled 
$442 ,827,000 in 1937 compared with $419,329,000 in 1936, $389,166,000 in 1935 and 
$334,210 ,000 in 1933. Retail sales in 1930, the first year for which these trade 
statistics are available amounted to $554,962,100. Annual indexes for the Prairie 
Provinces on the base 1930 equals 100 are as follows: 79.8 for 1937, 75.6 for 1936, 
70.1 for 1935, 65.9 for 1934 and 60.2 for 1933. Direct comparison between 1933 and 
1937 reveals a 32.6 per cent improvement although sales in the latter year were still 
20.2 per cent below the 1930 level. ; 


Results for individual provinces within the economic division of the 
country show that Manitoba sales were up 8.6 per cent compared with 1936, bringing 
the index of sales for this province (on the base 1930 equals 100) to 85.2. Saskat- 
chewan sales, which had shown a substantial gain in 1936 were down by 2.1 per cent in 
1937, the index falling to 68.3 as compared with 69.7 for 1936. Alberta sales advanced 
9,8 per cent over 1936 bringing the sales index for the province to 86.3 as compared 
with 78.7 for the previous year, 


The automotive group continued to lead in point of view of increased 
business, sales for the year amounting to $80,566,000, an advance of 15.9 per cent 
over 1936 and more than twice the $39,339,000 recorded for 1933. The sales index for 
the group stood at 102.3 for 1937, compared with 88.2 for 1936 and 49.9 for 1933. 
Motor vehicle dealers contributed largely to the gain in business for the group as a 
whole. Their sales totalled $60,144,000 in 1937, an advance of 22.6 per cent over 
1936 and 10 per cent more than the amount reported for 1930. Sales of filling sta- 
tions were down 1.2 per cent. Due largely however to the gain of 10.6 per cent in 
1936 the sales index for filling stations in 1937 stood at 100.3. 


The advance since 1933 in the sales of the food group, while not so 
great as that of the automotive trade, has nevertheless been steady and well maintain- 
ed. In 1937 sales of the food group amounted to $64,826,000, an increase of 6.3 per 
cent over 1936. The sales index stood at 78.6 as compared with 74.0 in 1936 and 65.5 
in 1933. Sales of restaurants, cafeterias and eating places were up 5.8 per cent, the 
furniture and household group 4.4 per cent, country general stores 3.9 per cent, the 
general merchandise group 0.7 per cent, and the building materials group 0.5 per cent. 
There was practically no change in the apparel group, sales in 1937 amounting to 
$22,765,000 as compared with $22,771,000 in 1936. 


Chain Stores 


There were 132 different chain store companies operating a total of 

1,879 unit stores or branches in the Prairie Provinces in 1937. This is a decrease 
from 135 chain store companies operating 1,915 units in 1936. In 1937 the total sales 
of these chains amounted to $67,059,200 or 15.1 per cent of the total annual sales of 
all stores including both chains and independents. In 1936 the total sales of chain 
stores amounted to $65,853,700 or 15.7 por cent of the sales of both chains and in- 
dependents. Government liquor stores are included in the chain store category. Fig- 
ures submitted by the Alberta Liquor Control Board for 1936 and 1937 include an in- 
determinate amount of sales to licensecs at wholesale prices whereas in earlier years 
only the sales of liquor stores were reported. This factor is responsible for the in- 
crease in chain store ratio from 14.9 per cent in 1935 to 15.7 per cent in 1936 and 
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15.1 per cent in 1937. When the Liquor Control Board figures for all provinces are 
excluded from both the chain and total sales the chain ratios for the Prairie Provinces 
las & group are 12.6 per cent for 1935, 12.7 per cent for 1936 and 12.2 per cent for 


1937. 


a The sales of 13 grocery and combination store chain companies operating 
348 unit stores amounted to $16,495,100 in 1937 as compared with $14,972,100 in 1936. 
The ratio of chain sales to total sales in this field increased from 35.9 per cent in 
1936 to 37.2 per cent in 1937. The 32 companies dealing in lumber and building mater- 
als operated 779 units and reported sales of $10,493,900 or 60.3 per cent of the total 
business of all retail lumber and building material dealers in the three provinces as 
compared with 34 companies operating 307 stores in 1936 and recording sales of 
$10,903,900. Chains also transacted 12.3 per cent of the drug store business, 14.3 
per cent of the business of women's apparel and accessories stores and continued to 
occupy the dominant position in the variety store field. 


| llanitoba 


Retail sales in Manitoba in 1937 totalled 9161,253,000, up 8.6 per cent 
from the $148,541,000 recorded for 1936 and exceeding by 32.1 per cent the sales of 
1933. The 1937 index of sales for this province ©” the base 1930 equals 100 stands at 
85. 2 compared with 78.5 for 1936, 73.4 for 1935 and 64.5 for 1933. 

Motor vehicle dealers reported sales 35.8 per cont in excess of tho 1936 
businoss. This marked increase is particularly noteworthy in view of the fact that 
1936 sales exceeded those for 1935 by 17.5 per cont and 1935 in turn exceeded 1934 by 
24.0 per cent. Substantial improvement was also shown in the builders supplics trado. 
Sales of lumber and ae material dealers at RA, 740,000 were up 14.7 per cent and 
hardware store sales at $3,676,000 were up 13.2 por cent. While gains in the furniture 
@nd household group were not as large thoy were guite substantial. Sales of household 
@ppliance stores exceeded by 13.3 per cent the 1936 figure, and furniture stores gained 
20.3 per cent. Radio and music stores alone recorded a slight decline, sales boing down 
by 0.6 per cent from 1936. It is well to note, however, that in this class the 1936 
- exceeded 1935 by 9.1 per cent and 1935 exceeded 1934 by 16.0 per cant, 


Sales of grocery and combination stores in 1937 were up 5. 8 per cent, 
country general stores 12.7 per cent, meat markets 10.3 per cent, the apparel group 
4.7 per cent, government liquor stores 19.6 per cent, farmers’ supply stores 16.2 per 
cent, book ee 13.0 per cent and office, school and store supplies and equipment 
Biers 10.7 per cent. 


The ratio of chain to total sales remained unchanged from 1936 and 1935 
at 11.2 per cent. There were 63 chain store companies with 331 stores in Manitoba in 
1937 as compared with 66 chain companics and 355 stores in 1936. Chain sales totalled 
$18,027,800 in 1937 as compared with ¢15,677,300 in 1936 and 915,630,600 in 1935. 


The improvement in the retail trade in all other provinces in 1937 was 
not maintained in Saskatchewan. In this province retail sales of $129,166,000 were 2.1 
per cent below the 1936 figure of 0131,935,000. The index of sales on the base 1930 
@quals 100 stood at 68.3 for 1937 compared with 69.7 for 1936, 63.2 for 1935 and 54.5 
for 1933. 


Losses were recorded in many kinds of business and outstanding gains 
were lacking. Sales of motor vehicle dealers, noted for marked gains in other pro- 
Vinces, were up only 8.8 per cent above the 1936 figure. This is partly compensated 
for and perhaps is partly explained by the marked increase in the previous two years, 
1936 sales exceeding 1935 by 31.4 per cent and 1935 sales exceeding 1934 by 33.7 per 
Cent. The sales index of motorvchicle dealers on the base 1930 equals 100 stood at 
90.5 for 1937. Sales of filling stations were down 17.1 per cent and garages 5.0 per 
tent. Losses were general in the building material group. Sales of lumber and build- 
ing materials dealers were down 13.7 per cent, the sales index standing at 51.3 as com- 
pared with 59.5 the previous year, Hardware store sales were down 12.1 per cent, the 
Bales index standing at 60.9 as comparod with 69-3 in 1936. The furniture and household 
Broup likewise recorded losses. Furniture stores were down 6.2 per cent, the index 
falling to 76.5 from 81.6 in 1936. Radio and music stores were down 1.7 per cent with 
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an index of 42.3 as compared with 43.0 in 1936. A slight gain of 0.7 por cent was re- 
corded by household appliance stores. 


Country general stores hardly held their own, falling off 0.8 per cent. 
The gonoral merchandise group was also down 4.1 per cent and tho apparel group 8.6 per 
cent. Grocery and combination stores on the other hand wore up 5.9 per cent and fruit 
and vegetable stores 9.6 por cent. 


There were 82 chain companics in Saskatchewan in 1937 operating 983 
unit stores with sales of $22,717,400. The ratio of chain sales to total salos was 
17.6 as compared with 18.2 for 1936 and 19.1 for 1935. 


Alberta 


Retail sales in Alberta totalled 9152,408,000 in 1937, an increase of 
9.8 per cent over the provious year. Most lines of business shared in the increased 
sales. Sales of motor vehicle dealers were up 24.3 per cent as compared with 4.6 per 
cent the previous year. The index of sales on the base 1930 equals 100 stood at 110.6. 
Pilling stations were down 2.7 per cent, 


Sales of hardware stores were up 7.8 per cent; lumber and building 
Materials dealers 7.5 per cent; furniture stores 4.8 per cent; radio and music 
stores 13.7 per cent; office, school and store supplies and equipment dealers 20.7 
per cent; book stores 14.4 por cent; restaurants, cafeterias and eating places 9,4 
per cent; government liquor stores 7.0 per cent. 


Ratio of chain to total sales decreasod from 17.4 in 1936 to 17.3 in 
1937. In 1937 there were 79 chain companics operating 565 unit stores with salos of 
$26,314,000 as compared with 81 chain companics in 1936 operating 574 unit stores and 
recording $24,189,500 sales. 


Scope of Report 


This report is bascd upon returns received from all chain store com= 
panies and from a representative number of independent stores operating in the various 
lines of business for which data are shown in the attached tables. The reports which 
have been secured have been used in determining the most probably value of sales for 
those units which do not report to the annual census so that the sales figures given 
here relate to the total retail trade and not to the business transacted by the report- 
ing firms only. Since reports are not received from all stores for this annual cen- 
gus, itis not possible to state the total number of trading establishments operating 
during years subsequent to 1930. In all, including both chain and independent stores, 
returns were received covering approximately 7,600 establishments in the Prairie Pro- 
Vinces and it is estimated that these transacted about 74 per cent of the total retail 
trade. 


It should be clearly understood that all retail sales figures given in 
this report relate to stores grouped according to kind of business and not to commodity 
Bales. Grocery stores sell a number of lines of goods in addition to strictly grocery 
items. Drug stores are not restricted to the sale of drugs and medicines. On the 
other hand, groceries are sold in many kinds of stores in addition to those units 
Classified as grocery stores. Gountry gencral stores and department stores are espec- 
ially active in some districts in the sale of these commodities, 
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PRAIRIE PROVINCES - RETAIL MSRCHANDISE TRADE, 1937 


Table 2.--Number of Chains, Chain Stores, Total Chain Store Sales and Percentage 
of Chain Store Sales to Total Sales, by Years 
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PRATREE PROVINCES. 7 RETATL MERCHANDISE TRADE. 1937. 


Table 4.--Comparison of Department Store Sales by Commodity Groups for 1936 and 1937 


Sales | Sales | 
Department in | iv i of 
° 

a ae heer ee eee ee ee Ge AOR | Change 
ay fa ew A ee 

e | ? | 

| 

NOGA OSLOs Al Depa rtmonyes,6.5's osc\s 9's welecoom ere LL Oph oes 000 222d 0091 O22 


Women's dresses, coats and suits (including sports wear | 
and house dresses) coe FTF HhHOGBKAK9FOFOCHKTKOHCHOF OFS OCHHOCOHXSF CHAK FLCO200 5,631,000 5.461, 400} 


Hosiery and gloves @eccosoo0eo 986879 X FCF HTHKHHKTHTHGHSST OHHH CHF eGCOHK A509 


3,634,000} 3,708, 500 


Lingerie and corsets (including negligees and robes, knit 


underwear, nurses' and maifis’ uniforms) ...ccsscccrsccece 


Girls' and infants’ wear eee eee 2,280,600 2, 323,600; ay ae 
| 3,470,000] 3,430, 300 


Millinery ecouedg oO &O09OG CX FBO 05HC OSHA FTF COV8F9KR COORG H SSK O9 FT FHF VXO BBS 839,100 840,100! sm (O)e1 
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Women's, girls’ and infants’ apparel and accessories, | 


f at, a i 
total (Sum of -above) ©OOSSTTOEOSCXDOOOOCCOHOOR9OSOHRCOKCHe COED 15,854,700) 15 ,783.900! = Oa 
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Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings Biel oes, Be atta Nee Sota Mace 9,960, 800 bed 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations (including 
Cameras ord: DhOsCeraphic SUDPLAES) \ siecdic do wanes Hees des 2,697,100! 2.703 , 300) Oe 
! é 


Piece goods (silks, woolens, cottons, linens), patterns, | 


linens and bedding 9F70OSCKHGO0O09GXFCCOKSOFLHOKD FLO OFCOGLFZOKBOOCVECEBEO 6,035,500| 95922, 200) < AP 
Small wares - laces, handkerchiefs, neckwear, ribbons, | 
Foe Geren ar CCl ir VETS tataas! alone’ e She Wigs 8 WA aocels @G.4 @ ee edie «3 oe 2,909, 400| 2,888,600) - 0.7 
Food and kindred products (groceries, meats, provisions, | 
candies, fruit and vegetables). Do not include 
restaurant receipts ®eeoncoecooevon00ange00005 0000608063000 38600 0 10,840, 600 10 , 739, 700! - 0.5 
\ 
Furniture (including mattresses, sprimgs) cocscecsccesceopat 2,932,000] 3,081,400] + 5.1 


Home furnishings ~ draperies, curtains, floor coverings, 


Chane, glasewarey pictures, window shades <. 2.066. cn0cenoe | 373007900) 3,403,800) + 3.2 


Household appliances and electrical supplies - washing 
machines, sewing mchines, electric irons, vacuum 
cleaners, refrigerators, stoves, electrical fixtures, 
lamps ©0000926# 0090 FHO7KB THF FT F7LFCOSKH FT C7977 KC FCeGC Fe OF 0G F7HFKO9 THO HOD | i 3 104,200 1,562, 400, 1325 

Hardware and kitchen utensils (including paints, wallpaper)| 2,269,400! 2,317,100} + 2.1 

madios, musical instruments and supplies. ccssacdccesneceoas! 1,317,900] 1:233,0800] = 6,4 

Shoes and other footwear (men's, women's and children's) ..} 5,991,400} 6,000,600! + 0,2 


Btetvonory, UCoks Sud ne PazinGe, p04 esr sse os vo we sees eas does | Ls 2769300) 2233;,600 


2 +. . 
a 
° 
‘Oo 


Jewellery and optical goods (including clocks, watches, 


evivrerwer cup 6 tod War ewes ive cen 6 bh eon ve Ores cee vp lyOse,400| "2,645 ;200) ) + 0.8 


All other dopartmonts, total ccoceserrorercreccessocscoseoos! 1,724,400 7,016,600! + 1.2 
(Difference between sum of individual. items and grand \ : 
totals) | 


) 


CR IRIE ERE LR NR TRI A OE ESI RRL RL EI A RI EN NE TT RF ERE CR bal Se ee 


| Note: The departmental groupings shown above have been revised from those used in 


earlier reports. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE BSTABLISHMBNTS 


Retail Merchandise Trade in the Frairie Provinces, 1938 


There was an increase of 2.0 per cent over 1937 in the dollar value of 
the retail trade of the Prairie Provinces in 1938, compared with an increase of 5.6 
per cent in 1937 over 1936 and an increase of 7.8 per cent in 1936 over 1935. The 
value of retail sales amounted to $451,490,000 in 1938 compared with $442,827,000 in 
1937, $419,329,000 in 1936 and $389,166,000 in 1935. Retail sales for 1930, the 
first year for which these trade figures are available, amounted to 3554,962,100. 
Annual indexes for the Prairie Provinces on the base 1930 equals 100 are as follows: 
aertor 1930, 79.6 for 1937, 75.6 for 1936, 7O.b for’ 1935, 65.9 for 1934 and 60.2 
for 1933. Although sales in 1938 were 18.6 per cent below the 1930 level they were 
nevertheless an improvement of 35.2 per cent on the nadir of 1933. 


This improvement in retail sales was not shared throughout the Prairie 
Provinces, however, but was practically confined to Alberta, the change over the pre- 
vious year's sales being negligible in Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Manitoba sales, 
which had recorded substantial gains in the four previous years, declined 0.3 per cent 
in 1938, the index falling to 84.9 compared with 85.2 for 1937. Saskatchewan sales, 
on the other hand, which had declined in 1937, improved 0.1 per cent, the index rising 
from 68.3 to 68.4, Alberta sales advanced 6.0 per cent over 1937 bringing the sales 
index for that province to 91.5 compared with 86.3 for the previous year. 


Although none of the gains were large the automotive group continued to 
lead in point of view of increased business, their sales for the year amounting to 
$85,200,000, an advance of 5.8 per cent over 1937. The sales index for the automotive 
group stood at 108.2 for 1938, compared with 102.3 for 1937, 88.2 for 1936 and 49.9 
for 1933. Motor vehicle dealers again contributed largely to the gain in business for 
the group as a whole. Their sales totalled 963,710,000, an advance of 5.9 per cent 
over the previous year and 16.6 per cent more than the amount reported for 1930. Sales 
of filling stations which in 1937 were below the 1936 level were up 4.0 per cent in 
1938 over the previous year, the index standing at 104.2. 


With the exception of the furniture and household group in which there 
was a negligible decline of 0.4 per cent and the general merchandise group in which 
there was a decline of 2.1 per cent all groups showed improvement over tha previous 
year. Sales of the building materials group were up 3.2 per cent with an index of 
70.1; sales of the apparel group were up 1.7 per cent; the food group, 0.8 per cont; 
country general stores, 0.6 per cent; and restaurants, cafeterias and eating places, 
0.2 per cent. Sales of establishments classifiod as "other retail stores" were up 5.0 
per cent, 


Chain Stores 


. PE NII SCE 


There were 133 different chain store companies operating 1,864 unit 
stores in the Prairie Provinces in 1933. This was an increase from the 132 chain com- 
panies operating in 1937 but a decrease from the 1,879 unit stores then being operated. 
In 1938 the sales of these chains amounted to 367,508,200 or 15.0 per cent of the total 
seles of all retail stores including both chains and independents. In 1937 the chain 
store seles of $67,059,200, although lower in dollar valuo than in 1938, nevertheless 
‘amounted to 15,1 per cent of the total sales of all retail stores. Government liquor 
‘stores are included in the chain store category. Figures submitted by the slberta 
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Liquor Control Board for 1936, 1937 and 1938 include an indeterminate amount of sales 
to licensees at wholesale prices, whereas in earlier years only the sales of liquor 
stores were reported. This factor is responsible for the increase in the chain store 
ratio from 14.9 per cent in 1935 to 15.7 per cent in 1936, 15.} per cent in 1937 and 
15.0 per cent in 1938. When the Liquor Control Board figures for all provinces are 
excluded from both the chain and total sales the chain ratios for the Prairie Provin- 
ces as a group are 12.6 per cent for 1935, 12.7 per cent for 1936, 12.2 per cent 
for 1937 and 11.8 per cent for 1938. 


The sales of 13 grocery and combination store chain companies operating 
342 unit stores amounted to $16,137,000 in 1938, compared with $16,495,100 in 1937 and 
$14,972,100 in 1936. Tne ratio of chain sales so the total sales of grocery and com- 
bination retail stores decreased from 37.2 per cent in 1937 to 36.4 per cent in 1938. 


There were 32 chain companies dealing in lumber and building materials 
operating 771 units with sales amounting to $10,922,100 in 1938. This was 61.2 per 
cent of the sales of all dealers in lumber and building materials, a slight increase 
over the previous year, both in dollar volume and in percentage of total sales. 
Chains also transacted 12.7 per cent of the drug store business, 9.1 per cent of the 
business of men‘s and boys’ clothing and furnishing stores, 8.9 per cent of the 
women's apparel and accessories stores, 5.1 per cent of the business of restaurants, 
cafeterias and eating places and continued to occupy the dominant position in the 
variety store field with 94.2 per cent of the total sales of all variety stores. 


Manitoba 


Retail sales in Manitoba in 1938 totalled $260,690,000, a decrease of 
0.3 per cent from the previous year's sales of $161,253,000 but exceeding by 31.7 per 
cent the sales of 1933. The index of sales for Manitoba on the base 1930 equals 100 
stands at 84.9 compared with 85.2 for 1937, 78.5 for 1936, 73.4 for 1935 and 64.5 
for 1933. 


Sales of the automotive group for 1938 were 5.5 per cent in excess of 
the previous year. Sales for 1937 were 27.1 per cent in excess of 1936 and for 1936 
were 13.8 per cent in excess of 1935. The index of sales for the automotive group for 
Manitoba stands at 135.8 for 1938, 128.7 for 1937, 101.3 for 1936 and 56.7 for 1933. 
Aithough there has been general improvement in sales since 1933 throughout the group, 
the sales of motor vehicle dealers and filling stations are primarily responsible for 
the advance made. In 1938 there were 7,792 new motor vehicles sold in Manitoba, 
valued at $8,431,385 compared with 8,462 new motor vehicles valued at $8,586,744 sold 
in 1937, or a decline of 7.9 per cent in number and 1.8 per cent in value. Of the new 
motor vehicles sold in 1938, 5,575 valued at $6,008,260 were passenger cars while 
2,217 valued at $2,423,125 were trucks or buses. The sale of cars, however, fluctu- 
‘ates more widely than the sale of services, equipment and allied lines which make up 
the business of motor vehicle dealers. The total sales of motor vehicle dealers 
taking these into account amounted to $19,375,000 in 1938 compared with $18,505,000 
in 1937, an increase of 4.7 per cent. The index of sales for motor vehicle dealers 
Brands eat 14236 for 1938,° 136.2 for’1937,). 100.3 for1936.and’ 45.6 for’ 1933, The 
index of sales for filling stations stands at 154.5 for 1938, 141.0 for 1937, 126.2 
for 1936 and 92.1 for 1933. Compared with other lines of trade the recovery in sales 
of the automotive group has been outstanding. 


Meat markets (including fish markets) and shoe stores also recorded 
improvements, the index of the former standing at 75.9 in 1938 compared with 74.4 in 
1937, while the index of the latter stands at 85.2 in 1938 compared with 81.9 for 
1937. Sales of the building materials group were up 6.6 per cent; office and school 
supply stores, 4.6 per cent; jewellery stores, 2.0 per cent and drug stores, 1.8 per 
cent. In the furniture and household group sales of furniture stores wore also up 
4.2 per cent although sales for the group 2s a whole were down. Sales of government 
liquor stores were up 13.1 per cent in 1938, In reporting to the Census of Merchan- 
dising the provinces gave their liquor store sales figures for the calendar year 1938, 
whereas the 1937 figure with which the comparison is made covered their fiscal year 
mudi ne VApril. 30,°1937¢ 
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Decreases were recorded in many lines of business. Retail sales of the 
general merchandise group in 1938 amounted to $48,341,000, a decrease of 5.1 per cent 
from the 1937 sales of $50,938,000. The index for the group stands at 75.1 for 1938 
compared with 79.2 for 1937, 79.0 for 1936 and 71.0 for 1933. Sales of grocery and 
combination stores amounting to $15,806,000 were a decrease of 1.3 per cent from the 
1937 sales of $16,017,000. The apparel group with sales of $7,720,000 recorded a de- 
cline of 2.0 per:cent from the previous year. In this group sales of men's and boys' 
clothing and furnishings declined 2.8 per cent; family clothing stores, 4.3 per cent 
and women's apparel and accessories stores, 2.2 per cent. Sales of the furniture 
group were down 4.2 per cent largely due to the decline of 10.5 per cent in the sales 
of radio and music stores. Sales of coal and wood yards were down 7.1 per cent and 
tobacco and news stands 1.4 per cent. 


There was little change in the food group as a whole, the 1938 sales 
amounting to $22,648,000 being only 0.7 per cent below the 1937 sales of $22,804,000. 
Likewise there was little change recorded in the sales of household appliance stores, 
book stores or florists. 


The ratio of chain to total sales declined slightly from 11.2 per cent 
in 1937 to 11.1 per cent in 1938. There were only 62 chain store companies in Mani- 
toba in 1938 with 323 unit stores compared with 63 chain companies with 331 unit 
stores doing business in the previous year. Chain sales amounted to $17,797, 300 in 
1938 compared with $18,027,800 in 1937. 


Seskatchewan 


Retail sales for Saskatchewan in 1938 amounted to $129,309,000, an 
eee of 0.1 per cent over the 1937 sales of 129,166,000. The index of sales 
on the base 1930 equals 100 stands at 68.4 for 1938, 68. Bi for Moe) O9st fon 1980, 
63.2 for 1935 and 54.5 for 1933. 


Sales of the food group amounted to $17,815,000 in 1938 compared with 

917,839,000 in the previous year, a decline of 0.1 per cent. Of these amounts gro- 
Cery and combination stores contributed sales of ¥12, 189,000 in 1938 compared with 
$12,328,000 in 1937, a decline of 1.1 per cent. suates of meat markets (including fish 
markets) increased 5.7 per cent from 2,678,000 in 1937 to $2,831,000 in 1938, while 
sales of fruit-and vegetable stores also increased 6.7 per cent. Retail sales of 
country general stores remained unchanged at ¥27,477,000. The index of sales for 
country general stores stood at 72.9. 


The automotive group has not recorded the recovery in Saskatchewan 
which has distinguished it in most parts of Canada. Sales for the group as a whole 
declined 3.0 per cent in 1938 from the previous year, the index standing at 80.5 com- 
pared with 83.0 for 1937, 80.8 for 1936, 63.7 for 1935 and 41.6 for 1933. Sales of 
motor vehicle dealers, the dollar value of which make up over three fourths of the 
volume of the automotive group as a whole, declined 4.7 per cent from ¥16,889,000 in 
1937 to $16,095,000 in 1938. The index stands at 86.2 for 1938, 90.5 for 1937, 83.2 
for 1936 and 36.3 for 1933. One of the principal items handled by motor vehicle deal- 
ers is new motor vehicles. In 1938 there were 5,750 new motor vehicles sold in Sask-= 
atchewan valued at $6,125,415 compared with 7,101 new motor vehicles valued at 
$7,013,125 sold in 1937 or a decline of 12.7 per cent in value. Of the new motor vo- 
hicles sold in 1938 (1937 comparable figures in brackets) there were 3,753 (5,704) 
passenger cars valucd at $3,965,847 (85,651,996) and 1,997 (1,397) trucks and buses 
valued at 92,159,568 ($1,361,129). A moderate improvement was shown in the sales of 
filling stations and garages. 


There was an improvement of 2.2 per cent in the retail sales of the 
apparel group in 1938 compared with the previous year. Sales of men's and boys’ 
clothing and furnishings stores (including custom tailors) were up 8.5 per cent and 
shoe stores 6.3 per cent. Sales of family clothing stores and women's apparel and 
accessory stores were down 1.9 per cent and 3.7 per cent respectively. Sales of the 
building materials group were down 4.3 per cent from $12,449,000 in 1937 to v11,916,000 
in 1938. Seales of the furniture and household group were also down 5.0 per cent. 
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Among the lines of business recording increased sales in 1938 over the 
)previous year were farmers' supply stores up 3.5 per cent, florists up 3.6 per cent, 
jewellery stores up 18.9 per cent and government liquor stores up 1.3 per cent. Among 
lines of business with declined sales were restaurants and eating places down 2.8 per 
cent, book stores down 3.3 per cent, tobacco stores and stands down 4.5 per cent and 
office, school and store supplies and equipment dealers down 1.7 per cent. There was 
little change in the sale of hardware stores, coal and wood yards or drug stores. 


There were 83 chain store companies in Saskatchewan in 1938 operating 
977 unit stores compared with 82 chain companies operating 983 stores the previous 
year. Chain sales for the year amounted to 22,290,100 compared with 22,717,400 in 
1937. The ratio of chain sales to total sales in 1938 was 17.2 compared with 17.6 
in 1937 and 18.2 in 1936. 


Alberta 


Retail sales in Alberta have improved consistently and steadily since 
1933. In 1938 they amounted to $161,491, 000, an improvement of 6.0 per cent over the 
previous year. The index stands at 91.5 for 1938, 86.3 for 1937, 78.7 for 1936, 
74.0 for 1935,, 69.0 for 1934 and 61.8 for 1933. 


Over a fifth of the total retail sales of Alberta in 1938 were made by 
the automotive group. These amounted to $35,434,000, an increase of 12.2 per cent 
over the previous year. Improvement in sales of the automotive trade in Alberta in 
general has lagged about a year behind the rest of Canada, the index standing at 113.9 
Por 1938, 101.5 for 1937, 86.0 for 1936 and 52.7 for 1933. Within this group the 
sales of motor vehicle dealers have made the greatest contribution to the improvement, 
amounting to $28,240,000 in 1938, an advance of 14.1 per cent over 1937. The index 
for motor vehicle dealers stands at 126.2 for 1938, 110.6 for 1937, 88,9 for 1936 
and 48.5 for 1933. Included in the sales of motor vehicle dealers in Alberta in 1938 
are 10,535 new motor vehicles valued at $11,489,388, compared with 8,944 new motor 
vehicles valued at $9,063,605 sold in 1937, an increase of 17.8 per cent in number 
and 26.8 per cent in value. Of the total new motor vehicles sold there were 7,543 
passenger cars valued at 8,069,625 compared with 6,811 passenger cars valued at 
6,861,696 sold in the previous year. There were also 2,992 trucks and buses sold 
valued at $3,419,763 compared with 2,133 sold in 1937 valued at $2,201,909. Sales of 
garages improved 13.5 per cent in 1938 while scles of filling stations dropped 2.5 
per cent. 


There was an improvement of 2.8 per cent in the retail sales of the 
food group in 1938, the dollar volume of sales amounting to 24,853,000 compared with 
924,183,000 in 1937. The index of the group as a whole stands at 85.3 for 1938, 83.0 
for 1937, 177.3 for 1936 and 66.8 for 1933. Advances were general within the group. 
Sales of grocery and combination stores, amounting to 916,378,000, increased 2.4 per 
cent, meat markets, including fish markets, were up 4.1 per cent, fruit and vegetable 
stores, 6.5 per cent and candy and confectionery stores, 3.9 per cent. Sales of 
country general stores totelled 322,980,000 compared with $22,663,000 in 1937, an 
advance of 1.4 per cent. Sales of the general merchandise group were up 2.8 per cent 
from $20,072,000 in 1937 to $20,632,000 in 1938. The sales of the apparcl group were 
up 4.9 per cent, the only members of the group recording a decline being the family 
clothing stores. All members of the building materials group and the furniture and 
houschold group recorded increases, the percentages for these two groups 1s 2 whole 
being 8.2 per cent and 5.3 per cent respectively. 


Among other retail businesses in Alberta recording increased sales in 
1938 compared with 1937 were restaurants, cafeterias and eating places, uo 2.7 per 
cent, farmers’ supply stores, 5.9 per cent, book stores, 8.9 per cent, drug stores, 
5.9 per cent, jewellery stores, 8.5 per cent, office, school and store supplies and 
equipment dealers, 4.6 per cent, tobacco stores and stands, 1.9 per cent and govern- 
Ment liquor stores, 5.5 per cent. Sales of coal and wood yards declined 4.2 per cent, 


For the second consecutive year there was a slight deciine in the ratio 
of chain to total.sales. In 1938 tho ratio of chain to total sales was 17.0 per cent 
compared with 17.3 per cent in 1937 and 17.4 per cent in 1936. In 1538 tnore were 81 
chain store companies operating 564 unit stores with sales amounting to 227,420,800 
compared with 79 chain companies operating 565 unit stores in 1937 with sales of 
#26, 314,000, 
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Scope of Report 


This report is based upon returns received from all chain store com- 
panies and from a representative number of independent stores operating in the various 
lines of business for which data are shown in the attached tables. The reports which 
have been secured have been used in determining the most probably value of sales for 


here relate to the total retail trade and not to the business transacted by the re- 
porting firms only. Since reports are not received from all stores for this annual 
census, it is not possible to state the total number of trading establishments operat- 
ing during years subsequent to 1930. In all, including both chain and independent 
stores, returns were received covering approximately 6,500 establishments in the 
Prairie Provinces and it is estimated that these transacted about 70 per cent of the 
total retail trade. 


It should be clearly understood that all retail sales figures given in 
this report relate to stores grouped according to kind of business and not to commodity 
sales. Grocery stores sell a number of lines of goods in addition to strictly grocery 
‘items. Drug stores are not restricted to the sale of drugs and medicines, On the 
other hand, groceries are sold in many kinds of stores in addition to those units class- 
ified as grocery stores, Country general stores and department stores are especially 
active in some districts in the sale of these commodities. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 
Retail Merchandise Trade in the Prairie Provinces, 1939 


The value of retail sales in the Prairie Provinces amounted to 
70,523,000 in 1939, up 4-2 per cent over the total of 451,490,000 reported for 
138. The annual sales figure for 1939 was an improvement of 6 per cent over 1937, 
1 per cent over 1936 and 41 per cent over the low point in 1933. Retail sales for 
30, the first year for which these trade figures are available, totalled $554,962,100 
) that retail trade in 1939 was still 15 per cent below the 1930 level. Annual index- 
¢ Of sales for the Prairie Provinces as a whole, on the base 1930 equals 100, are as 
Wlows: 84.8 for 1939, 81-4 for 1938, 79-8 for 1937, 75+6 for 1936, 70-1 for 1935, 
1d 65-9 for 1934. 


The four per cent improvement in retail sales for 1939 over 1938 in 
.e Prairie Provinces was the net resultant of eupoeenvasihy increased business in 
iskatchewan, moderately increased trade in Alberta and slightly increased sales in 
nitoba. General improvement in crop conditions in Saskatchewan created a stimulus 
) consumer buying in that province and advanced the value of retail sales 11-7 per 
nt over the previous year; retail sales in Alberta were up 2 per cent and in Manitoba 
ightly less than 1 per cent. Sales indexes for 1935 for the three Prairie Provinces 
th 1938 indexes in brackets are as follows: Manitoba, 85.5 (84.9); Saskatchewan, 
4 (68.4); and Alberta, 93-0 (91-5). 


All major kind-of-business groups had increased sales in 1939 over 
38 excepting country general stores which reported e decline of 1.2 per cent. The 
itomotive group again showed the largest improvement with sales amounting to 
11,222,000, up 7-1 per cent from the total of $85,200,000 reported for the previous 
are The sales index for this group, on the base 1930 equals 100, stands at 115.8 
rr 1939 compared with indexes of 108.2 for 1938, 102-3 for 1937 and 49.9 for 1933, 
thin the automotive group motor vehicle dealers accounted for sales of $68,361,000, 
» 73 per cent from 1938- The 1939 sales index of motor vehicle dealers stands at 125-1. 


Sales in the food group improved2.3 per cent in 1939 over 1938 and 
nounted to 966,794,000 compared with 365,316,000 in the previous year- Of this total 
-ocery and combination stores transacted business totalling O45 , 449,000 while meat ° 
irkets (including fish markets) reported 1939 sales of 39, 194,000- The general mer= 
landise group which reported decreased sales in 1938 from 1937 recorded a gain of 5.6 
sr cent in 1939 over 1938, sales in this group amounting to $90,153,000 and $85,412,000 
1 1939 and 1938 respectively. The index for the general merchandise group stands at 
3.8 for 1939, 79-3 for 1938 and 71-0 for 1933. 411 other groups showed improvements 
yer the previous year. Sales of the apparel group were up 6-4 per cent with an index 
r 79-7; the building materials group was up 5.1 per cent, and had an index of 73-73 
1¢ furniture and household group, up 5-4 per cent with an index of 77-5; restaurants, 
ifeterias and eating places were up 1.4 per cent and establishments classified as "all 
ther stores", up 4.9 per cent. Within the latter group drug stores showed annual 
rles in 1939 improved 4.1 per cent over 1938 whilc coal and wood yard sales were off 

per cent. 
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Chain Stores and Sales 


The relative position held by chains in the Prairie Provinces was 
strenghtened slightly in 1939 from the previous year. There were 129 different chain 
store organizations operating 1,878 retail outlets in 1939 compared with 133 firms 
operating 1,864 outlets in 1938. Sales rose sharply from $67,508,200 in 1938 to 
$74,134,800 in 1939. Annual chain sales accounted for 15.8 per cent of the business 
transacted by all stores in the Prairies in 1939, 15-0 per cent in 1938, 15.1 per cent 
in 1937, 15-7 per cent in 1936 and 14-9 per cent in 1935- The inclusion of the sales 
of government liquor stores with chains somewhat impairs a comparison of ratios of chain 
to total retail sales for all years, since figures submitted by the Alberta Liquor Con- 
trol Board for the years 1936 to 1939 include an indeterminate amount of sales to 
licensees at wholesale prices. In earlier years, only the retail value of liquor stores 
was reported. When the Liquor Control Board figures for all provinces are excluded from 
both the chain and total sales, the chain ratios for the Prairie Provinces as a whole 
are 12.6 per cent for 1935, 12.7 per cent for 1936, 122.2 per cent for 1937, 11.8 per 
cent for 1938, and 12.5 per cent for 1939. 


The sales of 11 grocery and combination chain store companies 
operating 331 stores amounted to $17,737,500 in 1939 compared with sales of $16,137,000 
by 13 companies operating 342 stores in 1938. Total sales of $16,495,100 were obtained 
by 13 chain firms operating 348 stores in 1937- The ratio of chain sales to total 
sales of all grocery and combination stores in the Prairies increased from 36.4 per 
cent in 1938 to 39-0 per cent in 1939. 


There were 29 chains dealing in lumber and building materials 
operating 769 yards with sales totalling 312,044,700 in 1939. This total formed 62.3 
per cent of the sales of all such dealers including both chains and independents, and 
was an increase over 1938 both in value of sales and percentage of total sales. Chains 
also transacted 12.2 per cent of the retail drug store business, 8.7 per cent of the 
business of men's and boys' clothing and furnishings stores (including custom tailors), 
9-0 per cent of-the sales of women's apparel and accessory stores and 5-1 per cent of 
annual turnover of restaurants. Chains Gontinuec to dominate the variety store field; 
there were 5 varicty chains in 1939 with 45 stores and 364102 ,400 sales compared with 
chains, 40 stores and $5,446,500 sales in tho preceding year. 


The chain store figures given here relate to all groups of four or 
more stores under the same ownership or management and carrying on the same or similar 
lines of business except department stores. All department stores are considered as 
independents irrespective of the number of stores under the same ownership. 


Manitoba 


Retail sales in Manitoba totalled $161,835 ,000 in 1939, an increase 
of 0-7 per cent over the previous year's salos of $160,690,000 and exceeding by 32-6 
per cent the sales level of 1933. Total sales for Manitoba have fluctuated but little 
‘during the past three years, the sales indexes (on the base 1930 equals 100) standing 
at 85.5 for 1939, 84.9 for 1938 and 85.2 for 1937- In earlier years indexes were 
78.5 for 1936, 73-4 for 1935, and 64.5 for 1933. 


Sales of the food group amounted to $23,319,000 in 1939 compared 
with $22 ,648 ,000 in 1938, an increase of 3-0 per cent. The index of sales stands at 
85-1 for 1939, 82-6 for 1938, 85-2 for 1937 and 69.5 for 1933. Within this group 
grocery and combination stores had sales of $16,526,000 in 1939 compared with $15,806,000 
in 1938, up 4.6 per cent, while meat markets (including fish markets) accounted for 
sales of $2,449,000 in 1939, a drop of 2.5 per cent from the $2,512,000 reported the 
provious yeare Retail sales in country general stores were off 4.2 per cent in 1939, 
totalling $12,870,000 against the previous years total of 913,434,000. The general 
merchandise group (including department stores, dry goods. stores, general merchandise 
stores and varioty stores) reported business in 1939 amounting to 950,467 ,000, up 4.4 
per cent from the sales in 1938. 


The automotive group recorded a decrcase in sales from the preceding 
year for the first time since 1934- In 1939 sales amounted to 27,059,000 compared with 
$27,990,000 in 1938, down 3-3 per cent, tho index of sales standing at 131.3 for 1939, 
135-8 for 1938, 128-7 for 1937 and 56+7 for 1933. A decline in the sales of motor 
vehicle dealors from $19,375,000 in 1938 to $18,154,000 in 1939 (down 6.3 per cent) 
was largely responsible for the decline in sales of the group as a whole; the servicing - 
trades, filling stations and garages reported gains of 4.3 per cent and 1.2 per cent res= 
pectivecly-. 
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There was an improvement of 4.8 per cent in the retail sales of the 
apparel group in 1939 compared with 1938, and all lines within the group shared in the 
general improvement- Men‘s and boys’ clothing and furnishing stores (including custom 
tailors) were up 3-1 per cent, women's apparel and accessory stores, up 6-4 per cent, 
family clothing stores, up 2-4 per cent and shoe stores, up 7-0 per cent. Sales in the 
building materials group were down 4.8 per cent from $10,588,000 in 1938 to 310,084,000 
in 1939. Sales mf the furniture and household group were almost unchanged registering 
a decline of only 0.2 per cent: 


Among the lines of trade reporting increased sales in 1939 over 1938 
Bere book stores, up 3-9 per cent, drug stores, up 1.4 per cent, jewellery stores, up 
7-6 per cent, tebacco stores and stands, up 1.9 per cent and government liquor stores, 

» 2.0 per cent. There was little change in the sales of restaurants, cafeterias and 
Behe places, or retail florists shops. Among stores registering declined sales in 
1939 from 19338 were farmers’ supply stores, dowm 2-0 per cent and office, school and 
store equipment and supply dealers, down 3-4 per cent. 


There were 61 chain store companies in Manitoba in 1939 operating 
327 unit stores compared with 62 companies operating 323 stores the previous year. 
Chain sales for the year totalled $18,617,100 compared with $17,797,300 in 1938. The 
ratio of chain sales to total sales in 1939 was ll-5 per cent compared with 11-1 per 
cent in 1938 and 11-2 per cent in 1937, 1936 and 1935: 


Retail sales in Saskatchewan %n 1939 amounted to p144,477,000, an 
advance of Lic? per cent over ae 1938 sales of $129,309,000. This is the greatest 
impr ovemen which has been recorded in the year to year comparisons for this province 
Since the upswing in retail ere commencing in 1934; sales, however, are still 23. 6 
ver cent below the lovel of 1930. The index of sales, on the base 1930 equals 100, 

tands at 76-4 for 1939, 68.4 for 1938, 68.3 for 1937, 69-7 for 1936 and 54.5 ane 


All the majer kind of business groups excepting country general 
stores reported substantial increases in sales for 1939 over 1938. Country general 
stores reported only a slight gain with sales up 0-5 per cent from the previous year 
pountry general store sales in 1939 totalled $27,614,000 compared with $27,477,000 in 
2938, the index for 1939. standing at 73.2- 


Sales of the food ‘group as a whole amounted to $18,599,000 in 1939 
compared with O27 9815000 in 1938, a gain of 4.4 per cent. Of these amounts grocery 
and combination stores contributed $12,703,000 in 1939 and $12,189,000 in 1938, up 4.2 
per cent. Sales of meat markets (including fish markets) increased 5-1 per cent from 


92,031,000 in 1938 to 824975, 000 in 1939, while sales of fruit and vegetable stores 
recorded a gain of 4.8 per cents 


The automotive group in Saskatchewan, which in recent years has not 
registered the recovery evident in other parts of Canada, reported sales of $28,009,000 
in 1939 compared with $21,776,000 in 1938, a gain of 28-6 per cent. The index of sales, 
on the base 1920 equals 100, stands at 103-6 for 1939, \o0<5 forsi938,. 8360,for.1937 
and 41-6 for 1933: Sales of motor vehicle dealers advanced from $16,095,000 in 1938 to 
B21, 487,000 in 1939, up 3325 per cent, the index standing at 115-1 for 1939 and 86.2 for 
“the previous year. “The sale of new motor vehicles in Saskatchewan contributed largely 
‘to the general increase in turnover, advancing from 5,750 new vehicles sold for 
96,125,415 in 1938 to 8,941 vehicles sold for $9,331,179 in 1939, a gain of 55.5 per 
cent in mumber and 52.3 per cent in value. 

There was an improvement of 15.1 per cent in the retail sales of the 
mepparel group of stores in 1939 compared with the previous year. For the group as a 
‘whole sales totalled 37,873,000 in 1939 and ~6,839,000 in 1938. All lines of trade 
Within the group registered marked improvements ranging from 7-0 per cent in women's 
“apparel and Bear ao stores to 21.0 per cent in family clothing stores- Men's and boys’ 
clothing and furnishings stores advanced 14.6 per cent in 1939 over 1938 while shoe - 
store sales were up 10.9 per cent The building materials group had sales of $14,061,000 
4 1939 compared with sales of 831,916, GOO the previous year, up 18.0 per cent. The 
furniture and household group gained 19-2 per cont over 1938 with sales of G3 ,013 ,000 
pagainst 92,527,000 the previous years 
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Other lines of trade reporting increased sales were restaurants, up 
4.5 per cent, farmers' supply stores, up 6.5 per cent, coal and wood yards, up 3-2 per 
cent, and drug stores, up 9.5 per cent. Jewellery stores in line with substantial in- 
creases in other provinces gained 13.8 per cent, office, school and store supply and 
equipment dealers gained 20.0 per cent, tobacco stores and stands gained 6.7 per cent, 
and government liquor stores, 19.2 per cent. 


There was an increase in the proportion of total retail business 
transacted by chains in 1939- In 1939 the ratio of chain to total sales was 18.1 per 
cent compared with 17.2 per cent in 1938, 17-6 in 1937 and 18.2 per cent in 1936. In 
1939 there were 83 chain store companies operating 979 unit stores with sales amounting 
to $26,199,900 compared with the same number of companies operating 977 stores in 1938 
with sales totalling $22,290,100. 


Alberta 


Retail sales in Alberta which have increased regularly since 1933 
again recorded a gain in 1939 with business up 1-7 per cent over the previous year» In 
1939 sales totalled $164,211,000 compared with $161,491,000 in 1938. The index of sales, 
on the base 1930 equals 100, stands at 93-0 for 1939, 91-5 for 1938, 86-3 for 1937 and 
61.8 for 1933. 


Sales of the food group were practically unchanged at 024,876,000 for 
1939 compared with $24,853,000 in 1938. Within this group grocery and combination ~ 
stores were down 1-0 per cent but all other lines recorded increased sales. Meat mare 
kets (including fish markets) were up 2-5 per cent and fruit and vegetable stores up 
4.8 per cent. Country general store sales declined from $22,980,000 in 1938 to 
922,658,000 in 1939, down 1.4 per cent. 


The automotive group which is the most important in this province 
from point of view of sales volume, had sales totalling (36,154,000 in 1939 compared with 
935 4434 ,000 in 1938, a gain of 2-0 per cont. Tho sales index for the group stands at 
116.2 for 1939, 113.9 for 1938, 101.5 for 1937 and 52-7 for 1933+ Motor vehicle deal- 
ers reported sales of $28,720,000 in 1939, up 1-7 per cent from the $28,240,000 recorded 
in 1938; filling station sales rosc 4.5 por cent and garage sales 1.5 per cont. 


Sales of the apparel group of stores were 0.8 per cent higher in 1939 
than in the previous year but this was the net resultant of widely varied trends within 
the group- Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings stores were down 4.0 per cont 
while shoe stores were also below tho lovel of 1938 by 8-6 per cent. On the other hand, 
family clothing store sales rese 5-4 per cent and women's apparcl and accessory stores, 
7-8 per cent. The building materials group reported an-increase in sales value of 1.2 © 
per cent over the previous year, 2 gain of 4.8 per cent in the sales of lumber and builde 
ing material dealers more than offsetting « docline in salos of 2-6 per cent in hardware 
storese Tho furniture and houschold group did 1.0 per cent more business in 1939 than 
in the preceding year, | gein of 2-4 per cont in the sales of furniture stores end 6+1 
per cent in radio and music stores overcoming a 7-6 per cent drop in business of house= 
hold applience stores. 


Other important lines of tredo which showed 1939 sales in advance of 
1938 sales levels were farmers’ supply stores up 5-1 por cont, drug stores up 2-1 per 
cent, jewellery storos up 3-1 per cent, office, school and store supply and equipment 
dealers up 10.8 per cent, tobacco stores and stands up 1.6 per cent, and government 
liquor stores up 8.3 per cent. Sales in tho restaurant group in 1939 were almost un- 
Changed from 1938 as also were seles in coal and wood yards. 


There were 82 chain store companics operating 572 unit stores in the 
province of Alberta in 1939, compared with 81 chain firms operating 564 stores in the 
previous year. Chain salos rose from $27,420,800 in 1938 to $29,317,800 in 1939 and 
accounted for 17-9 per cent of the business transactod by all stores in the year undor 
reviow. Corresponding ratios for earlier years were 17-0 per cont in 1938, 17-3 per 
cont in 1937 and 17.4 per cont in 1936. Comparisons with years prior to 1936 are not 
valid duo to a chango in the mcthod of reporting by the Alberta Liquor Control Board. 
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Scope of Report 


This roport is based upon roturns roccivod from all chain storo 
companios and from a ropresontative numbor of indopondent storcos operating in tho 
various lines of business for which data arc shown in tho attached tables. Tho re- 
ports which havo been securod heave boon uscd in detormining the most probable valuo 
of sealos for those units which do not roport to tho annual census so that the salgs © 
figures givon horo rolate to tho total roteil trade and not to tho businoss transact- 
od by tho reporting firms only. Sinco roports aro not roccived from all stores for 
this annual census, it is not possiblo to state the total number of trading ostablishe 
ments oporating during ycars subsoquent to 1930. In all, including both chain and 
indopendent stores, roturns were received covering approximately 6,500 establishments 
in tho Prairic Provinces and it is estimated that those transacted about 66 por cont 
of the total rotail trado.- 


It should bo clearly understood that all rotail sales figures 
given in this report relate to stores grouped according to kind of business and not 
to commodity sales. Grocery stores soll a numbor of lines of goods in addition to 
strictly groccry itoms. Drug storcs are not restrictod to the salo of drugs and 
medicines. On tho other hand, groccrics are sold in many kinds of storos in addition 
to those units classifiod as grocory stores. Country genoral stores and dopartment 
stores are cspecially active in some districts in the salc of these commoditics. 


- peeda aheds Elam? Sox's 
Cee Ing aehat tie agvaose ec gh stat bse, 
a Be cat a LORY Someckin 0 
*) gebeve a tessa Be ONF ten 
re, GAS god KS, SOS ats el 
| writ REGREBLO WET AF BOR Reo on 
Pwr 201 giniotet heen if bien 3 Cage 
Eidetne sathiict 2 iat ea aly 
f i: 


A 07 po ae nvoe au Sha (ied) 2 Ed 
: et ™ ~ ® 7 . 
me ars ae ay res © ia: as ' 
> ' 
S 


mi eA 5. ao mi ota s 2 


+ 
ie 
£ 

. 


gotecd potne Teaton 26h Ene hoo btw hig hy ‘eee rt 
‘Son b oo. os Nea oat ye PLOY heen: BOue ny Hes feared! 9 \ 
ie iF eo lathhs: oui Bo ahs Ph te Mona LE00. Sabyonke: sino 
; Baw nie an goed ead) cd ‘bose Pages ‘: ori sts, Wore: ies! a 
(p, WOREEORR REE HO TIEE: Bye RO Ca Neat it Te OF > 6 eae abated’ ‘eo we 
THEMIMAOCA Dis ae See ey ONT en eyes i onwery.. we, be yi , 
7 Oe ee Bh he cette 


, 
ros 


\ 
-sootad [Te,ea pue uotydumsuos euUTTOSeS uo ByYEep WoT poz,eUTyse uesq eaey OL4T 04 YUenboesqns sxe0ek JOJ suOoT}eYS BUT[TT}J 1OJ Sein3ty seteg (£) 


*“pasTAVT uoeq eaey OLKT 04 yUenbesqns suvek OJ seunsty ‘seoueysut owos uy (2) 


“uMOUY LOU ST Savok a94eT OSeUZ UT VOTZeIEedO UT Sez09S Jo sequmU [4404 SUT “SWITJ Jo sequmu | 
eTdures @ worjJ Suanrter Jo stseq oy. uodn poyeutyse ore sueek Jo4eT JOJ SeunSty seTes Teyoy -O€6T Aoz ATWO umoys ere Set0ys jo szequmuU sUy, (1) 


| 


Tp + 9°98 | o-f | Log | veal Teh | 6769 | 9°19 | Z°SL | O*O0T! 000°¥SS* 2T 000° 190" t 009' S25 * ¥T €ge ee edeeesacess ns SOtwae s+ asle SB8I098) Bite 
P04 fe0b--gc0L jy-vl.| €-S1-1-9°69 L-v9 | 2°69} T°QL| O-00T} CO0'SSz*g | COO*Ste*g | OOZ*SyL*IT | LE se guste enna smarter SDSL E00 DME Loe 
ae +) 6°85 0°25 | ee °yS | $°0S | T°Sv | g-Ev | T°8S | O-OOT) COOSSEg*z | OOC LBL ®2 | O0g9SE’S | cyt cerceeresserers SOTOYS OTSNU PUB OTPeY 
9°9 +) 4°56 19°68 | 8°S8 | S°EQ | SB | 2°0L | S°99 | 2°89 OOO*STL*y | O00"99BTE | OOC’VIE’y | Set | ease ao setojs oinytusny 
€°g #1 OTL | $°59 | 6°€9 | E99 | oe 9°1S | €°9R | TS | O° ool COO" VEE" EL oe évgiit | ocotty2* Lz | ZLZ°T ie sJeTeep TVT1ezeM BSutpting pue sequmy 
gr +)279L | Toph | Seth | TTL | Ledg | 0°59 | LLG | S-£9 | 0° OOT) 600° 64S* ST See = 000 OP Ochs BV VO" Ul eee ag ee vrersess SOLOZS slempsey 
Get $16°CQ | pozg | 9b | LLL | Sev, | 6°Th | 2-19 | L°SL | O-00tl oootzvo%E | co0*s go OER €ST fe ++s++ +-+6 gotoqgs eoyg 
Tel +1 9°91 Bile S*01119-69 10°09 | £799.12 °C9 Ea 69 ; O°00T 000° 0£9°L an , | 00S" .£6"6 g6E || 504048 Settosseo0e pue Toredde s ,uowon 
brea 620)| beG) 4 0°bL 1-079 [Teel | O89 | T719 [6°19 | O-CCT! 000*902*g | 000" 1009°206°6 | 9T9 Behe ee ia BuTpNTouT) sesoys 3ut 
| | | | | | | | i | -ystuiny pue ZutyyotTo ,soq pue s ,uey 
G°9 +1 O°LTY e-vOu F004 S-tOTl g°Té | L°E6 | E-vL | b-gh | o-cor Lo OOTEELFET | COD HEQ* ZT | COZ*TLE* zt | 990°T ee ae (€)suorzeqys SUTTITY 
€°L-#iT°Seu 9°9TH T-Ory 9769 | LLL 1 9°09 | 9°€y | 2°S¥ | 0-007 |, 000'T9 ce “89 | ooo" oTL*€9 | cos cea" HS | Zté (ee dee eae SIEeTVOp STOTYEA 104 0}y 
3 Titi sez £-607 0-904 r°totl g°26 | €°6g | Oreg 1 2-99 | OrOCT! COOTLSH®9 «| D00% 2 a ; 006° O26 Sie ee Ree s sreeseeeee sezoqgs Aqpotsey 
7°S +10°TS | 9°92 | 0°61 | B°gL | O°SL | Q°zs | © °oL !o-€1 | 0:00T! 000° rary 000° 902° pL ; 009°8 95°96 |} v2 ees i vrs Sotoqs Juewztedog 
OF? 4) 6°29 | 6°S9 5 £29} 0°09 1576S | 1°95 | 6°05 | 0°55 j O° OOT! ¢ 500° v6L°6 | on0* 9c" 96 005" 18S" $1 rey 1 jj s(etesren Ysty BSuTpnpout) spoyseum yvoyy 
v's +E °98 poss O-vg i 6°QLit°ShL | Grch | f°0L | 9k 0 OOT) OOO" bY" S7 ee “ELE yy | 009° C09 cS) VIN t lee 2 sesoys uoTyeurquoo pue Ateo01n 
Be se 5 corre sa ES ae eS eae Se ee elae ee oe wags ee geared TST OT speed | 
2p | O76L | 74h} P°OL | V°29 | 2°65 (9°GS | TS 1 O°O0t) COO" 19° GL [O00 GgO*ET | BOF" wits ix Olawen os atte v+eeee+ Sotodg TTeLey rTey40 
eT. 19 6°09 | 4°09} pls BEES ce 06 | 2°65 | 07001) 000 155%0r 1 000°60r° Ot | 009° TOT ‘lt Lck°T —_SS0RTd SULT eR Ye Sut ioje ye). siuuaneyee 
2 hice 6 CL 1 20l a *s9 5 19S ee 0°29 | O°OOT; 000° 6T2*oT | c00* PED <>. | OOL* UCT! tle) 66e ceeresss dnotp ployesnoy pus oinytusng 
17S #)1°€L 1 T-OL | 0°99 1 4719 1 6°T9 | aks it -tS | 2°99 | O-00TI OOO* LTT“ LE | OOD zee | 0o9°6S¢°0S | Soe te ce dnoin sTetsoyey SuTpTtng 
a ines A Aen xe i gaa A an eX | » + C5Coé: ré i Barf é i ; c DORs erreeenaccoresse09aee GNOL eiedd 
SL bevin 9° tL Lech es Ta | h-g9 | L°t9 | 9°69 | O-00T] O oa zeg* vz 1 000*OOT* Ez | 0Ng* ITS‘ OF , ¥6e°T | rae v 
1s +: Q°sttl 2-got £7207 2°Q8 i vobs | 8°59 1 66 | 1-26 | 0° OOT! OG 2725 T6 | ooo’ coe’ se | oof bE! Olja sue < Cees Toe heeae neers eee ONO) CAT OUO Re 
6°S +)9°€8 1 E°6L | O°T8 | pO colatier) | O°U eee | O° ‘oot! 000* €ST‘ 06 | COO" ety" 53 006% rr9" Lot} sz ceersecesess Anody ostpuvyosey Teseuan 
Clas 3°11 | 6*LL | SeLL, Serb beet | €°69 | 2°€9 9°99 | 0°00T| G00‘ 2yTSE9 | COO'TEg’E9 | 009° 600°28 | f6g't rrerrresercoees BOLI Teteven ATQUNOD 
E-% +/0°T9 | 2°61 | 9°91} o-vh | 6°0l ee? [5°89 | 6°OL Be OOt; 000° 764599 j 000° 91€°S9 | 002* 924 <s 947 *9 ag 3S Ree ae ioe clerk ie ae ee ee 
encase pees) i 1a eee pit Satan Taare Recerca Via eis: 


9 ee 8°99 | O-O0t 000"EZ 26° O Ly 000° 06> OBP* TSH OOT* 296° HSS Coe de Pte oene st esses SOI0te Ty *Te7Og, 


i 
i “geet : seTes (SSx0FS yo 


————— 
a FON TePOL 1(T)tequnn: 
“OC6E “setTeg pue Sedo yg! 


Pa 


geet 9Cét ; ee | otet Tj ceot | Otol} 


Ot = OF6T) 
seTeg Treyey jo spas 


FT SEO 


sseutsng jo puty 


alt etnnztieamameaaieren Seo 


6t6T “HAVEL ASTANVHOUAN TIVLEY - SHONTAOUd BIT Vad 


Low qagr on Teweyres ouwentigyon ag 


a) 43 

ae 

« 

a 7 

ne) 

. =ms 
uy 

ma 

Me 

’ 

-s 


dl 
° 


6H + hers eed 


oF 


“ 
: 
“s ” 
* % 
| a ‘ 
no Le a 
. a. Pp y 
re Va 
. ., » 1 o' 
at 
© ' 
2 J 3 ‘ 
a 
os say 
a 
: ) feq) Oe 
eve i? 
- ah ; 5 
. aT : 
> 
> r ‘ 
> =f 
oe es | 
a Re 4 : 
. my 
Y . or } 
3 z y 
3 of , 
 * = 
: Pr ) 
me al 
Ping ) 
: fas 
A 


4 
i 
i 
x 
ce, weal 
a. 2 
# 
oo 
i 
ah 
Bt 
j 


rere ee 


Ds 


. 


telat 


ices 


ss 


ea roe. rat 


hey Curae igs 


= i t 4 ‘ec ¥ 7 iG 
f yes . Aye oy Peale 0 73 
oy . ‘ bias’ 
% i tat i! fh pa a Garner’ 
1 i] 
G 2 he Nsw ed cat rh A serving aii 
’ : 5 
a i Rawal & 7 I wae) ie ed ee Cae eee 
2 hey Moen te ary 1 Tees 
— ye Bike c mie 
pee + - 
i t f f ” 
s De ee 
v Ket > 
5 ‘ ‘ 
M % rea ; \ 
“, rT , * 
ee " 
f i aie. Dae % 
= fevud 
om bey 
ee! 4 7 
i ; 
a ae ey ' = i 
v ; 
A “. 
= SE ‘ i 
. 
f I b ¥ 
+s i , of " 1 Oe 
\ £ * . j 
Je . 
' 
Ley Oa f 
; : ee, ola a 
a a ~ 
a : We 
7 as . on 
Lit i 
’ ¢ “ 
= [on 
s p , yee et 
% \ ij 
{ ‘ ‘ - 
’ 4 . 
; i ele 4 
f ia 4 
,y: 
; : “i 
( Oi hee et 
r j i 
yi, Pe j 
4 i be ‘ re. ; uJ *, i 
, P : ene " 
ra to! Ae 
° at 4 
E * 4, Mpg 
{ mp Bay ie, 
yh 
+ - ’ hse _ ee ee 
i 8 
ae A R's : 
, ae? y M aa ie a Oe ae eo 


, pak WAS Py A RR ee ens 
we i se 9 Coy Cra a Wet iy cae 
ro : 7 * ‘ hy ee ae. re.) 


“ -) oa ey a4 HEN: {* 


fr 
‘ 
| 
. 
me 
ahr 
La 
; “ ~~ 
ae > i a 
: , re 
Gs ih > r m y niney | . 
<i ~ id ° ps4) pup 7 
A ~ a 
whey cr — a 
iS 44 is Re? aR P 
. "Ss Py 
ay 
© F 


ese 


PRAIRIE PROVINCES - RETAIL MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1939 


Tanle 2,--Number of Chains, Chain Stores, 


7 ~” 


of Chain Store Sales to Total Sales, by Years 


Total Chain Store Sales and Percentage 


| EY oe 
i 1930 | es 1938 
| 
ALL STORES, TOTAL - 
Chains ee ee | gay 149 | LoS 129 
Stores (maximum) .. |' 25550 | 2,057 1,864 1,878 
Chain sales .-... ' > 81,080,600 | 9 51,644,400 3» 67,508,200 $ 74,134,800 
OEE sBALOS, e+ 2 <> i $554,962,100 ; 334,210,000 3451,490,000 2470 523,000 
ve chains to total 14.6 | 15.5 15-0 15.8 
| 
Grocery and Combination | | 
Stores - | ' 
OANA GR se oles ote ae 16 15 13 11 
Stores (maximum) | 364 ig 344 342 331 
Chern aales) (sy -u« ie 8 17,015,000 © 12,973,900 @ 16,137,000 9 17,737,500 
Total sales -......|| % 52,803,600 | 37,133,000 | % 44,373,000 | $ 45,449,000 
%, chains to total 52.2 | 34.9 36.4 39-0 
Ht i ; 
Variety Stores - I | 
OHAING se « ho sie las oT 4 | 4 | 5 5 
Stores fa Ree ve | 29 30 40 45 
Chain sales -veve.. |} 9 4,857,500 Gu peg h2 6 4500 | 3 5,446,500 3 6,102,400 
Total sales -.-«+»»ll { 5,270,900 | ~ 4,430,000 » 5,784,000 ° 6,457,000 
%, chains to total } 92.2 93 52 94.2 94.5 
Men's and Boys’ Clothing | : 
and Furnishings Store's 
(ince custom tailors)= | 
Chae gk chiccle 20 bet 4 | 2 | 5 4 
Stores (maximum) .. || 11. Teh 20 20 
Chasm sales se -ns2 fi % 765,000 | 3 475,000 | 5 719,800 6 709 ,900 
TOted sa losis an + | ° 9,902,600 | a or05 1.0008 7 895,000 ~ 8,206,000 
%, chains to total | 1a | 7-8 ene 8.7 
Women's Apparel and | 
Accessories Stores - | 
Ghats es deat: +s oe, 8 | 3 | 4 5 
Stores (maximum) .. || 36 20 za 26 
Chain sales ...... of} @ 2,262,400 | Q 993,400 , 635,000 g 684,200 
Total sales ..... sof % 95937,500 2 6,286,000 GT 1202000 > 71,630,000 
fog chains to total | 22.8 | 15.8 | 8.9 -0 
Restaurants, Cafeterias | | | 
and Eating Places - |} | 
Chaine wee ae. « ae ‘ | 6 6 6 
Stores (maximum) -. | 35 | eye | 31 30 
Chad, sake Gye ys she = ators le? c00 ie 605,200 | $ 527,500 $ 539,000 
Total ealegiie sia. fi $ 17,101,600 | § 8,697,000 ; $ 10,409,000 10,557,000 
%, chains to total. 6.6 | 730 | Bel 5.1 
Drug Stores = i 
Gnade see teas «be eel il 6 | 6 6 
Stores (maximum) Cy ae 36 | 36 35 
Chain solog ie .sve hw OS: 1,778,600 ek 12083,000 | oF F530, 200 4 | Par 1 536200 
Total sales . ra @ 14,525,600 | 3 9,818,000 | 3 12,061,000 ¢ 12,554,000 
%, chains to total | Deas fi a2. 12e2 
| 
Lumber and Building 
Material Dealers - f | | 
hernias Gs cite x ccte ne || 41 | a6 ei 325 29 
Yards (maximum) ...!' 1,009 8 860 | TTLS 169 
Chain sales c«-ve: | $ 16,829,300 | ¢ 8,101,200 $ 10,922,100 | § 12,044,700 
Total sales -.--»«+; § 27,241,000 ; 3 12 ,623, 000 | $ 17,849,000 | } 19,334,000 
%, chains to total i 61.8 64.2 61.2 | 62.3 


SSS ee 


PR ES 


NOTE; In some instances, figures for years subsequent to 1930 have been revised. 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERViCE ESTABLISHMENTS 
Retail Merchandise Trade in the Prairie Provinces, 1940 


Retail sales in the three Prairie Provinces are estimated at $516, 270,000 
for 1940, up 10 per cent from 1939, 55 per cent higher than the low point reached in 1933 
and 7 per cent below the dollar volume of business transacted in 1930, the first year for 
which comparable sales figures are available. Indexes of sales on the base 1930 equals 
100 stands at 93.0 for 1940, 84.8 for 1939, 81.4 for 1938 compared with 60.2 for 1933, 


Gains over 1959 were general for the three Prairie Provinces and for indi- 
vidual trades within each province. Saskatchewan led in point of view of increased 
business with sales in 1940, 12 per cent above 1959, but still 14 per cent below the 1930 
level. Manitoba sales increased 9 per cent during the year under review, sales for 1940 
standing 7 per cent below the 1930 figure. The 8 per cent increase between 1939 and 1940 
in Alberta brought the dollar volume cof business for the latter year to a point slightly 
above that recorded in the base period. 


Increases for retail establishments specializing in hardware, lumber and 
building materials, or furniture and household furnishings exceeded those for other trades. 
Dealers in lumber and building materials did 21 per cent more business in 1940 than in 
1939, part of this increase reflecting the expansion in elevator or other storage con- 
struction necessary on account of the deferred marketing of a portion of the 1940 wheat 
crop. Hardware store sales worc up 11 per cent, furniture store sales gained 15 per cent, 
while sales of stores specializing in radios and musical instruments increased by a simi- 
lar amount. Sales for the food group of stores as a whole gained 7 per cent; the general 
merchandise group, comprised chiefly of department stores and variety stores, increased 
9 per cent. The automotive group of establishments, including motor vehicle dealers, 
garages, filling stations and other types of retail establishment catering to the automo- 
tive trade stood 13 per cent higher in 1940 than in 1939. The increase for country general - 
stores at 4 per cent was considerably lower than that for other trades, a result which 
may be attributed in considerable measure to the lower farm income in Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan in 1940 compared with the preceding year arising from the deferred marketings 


of the 1940 grain crop. 
Chain Stores 


There were 130 chain store companies in the Prairie Provinces in 19h0 and 
Bthese operated a total of 1,846 stores or branches with total sales of $84,997,700 or 
16. 5 per cent of the total reratl trade including both chains and independents. In the 
preceding year there were 129 chain companies with 1,878 branches or stores whose sales 
of $74,134,800 formed 15.8 per cent of the total Vaart business, while ratios of chain 
to total sales for earlier years stands at 15.0 per cent for 1938, 15.1 per cent for 1937 
and 14.6 per cent for 1930, the first year for which comparable figurea are available. 


Included in the total chain store figures mentioned above are 12 grocery 
chains which operated 316 stores in the Prairie Provinces in 1940 and whose sales amounted 
to $20,355,500 or 41.6 per cent of the total sales of all grocery and combination stores 
including both chains and independents. In 1939 the ratio of chain to total sales for 
‘this trade was 39.0 per cent, while ratios for earlier years stand at 36.4 per cent for 
3928, 37.2 per cent for 1937, and 32.2 per cent in 1930. 


i 


For the purposes of these annual surveys the line lumber yards operating 
‘in the Prairie Provinces are classified as chains in all instances where four yards or 
more are operated by the same company. There were 29 such companies in the Prairie 
Provinces in 1940 with a total of 739 yards whose sales amounted to $14,024,400, forming 
60.6 per cent of the total business of all lumber yards including both the chains and 
‘independénts. The ratio of chain to total business for this trade has remained relatively 
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constant over the 11 year period for which data are available, proportions of chain to 
total sales for years immediately prior to 1940 standing at 62.3 per cent for 1939, 61.2 
per cent for 1938, and 60.3 per cent for 1937. 


Manitoba 


Retail sales in Manitoba totalled $176,505,000 in 1940, an increase 
of 9 per cent over the previous years sales of $161,835,000 and 45 per cent higher than 
the volume of business transacted in 1933. Indexes of sales on the base 1930 equals 100 
stands at 93.3 for 1940, 85.5 for 1939, and 84.9 for 1938, 


Conforming with the results for other sections of the country, in- 
creases registered by stores specializing in furniture, household appliances or radios 
and musical instruments exceeded those registered by other lines of retail business. 
Furniture store sales were up 16 per cent, radio and music stores gained 27 per cent, 
while the increase for stores specializing in household appliances amounted to 31 per 
cent. Anticipation of higher prices, resulting from the imposition of new taxation 
schedules, was a stimulating factor affecting the trend in business for these stores. 


Motor vehicle dealers transacted 14 per cent more doller business in 
1940 than in 1939, this increase representing the change in the total revenue of these 
firms and including not only the sale of new and used motor vehicles~but also the sale 
of gasoline and accessories in addition to receipts from repairs or services carried on 
as subsidiary activities by these firms. There were 7,717 new motor vehicles sold in 
Manitoba for $8,562,617 in 1940, up 14 per cent in number and 18 per cent in value com- 
pared with the preceding year. In the passenger field alone there were 5,819 new models 
sold for $6,439,292 in 1940, gains of 10 per cent in number and 14 per cent in value over 
the earlier period. 


The apparel group of stores increased their business by 8 per cent, 
gains in individual trades within the group standing at 12 per cent for men's clothing 
stores, 14 per cent for family clothing stores, 6 per cent for shoe stores and 2 per 
cent for stores specializing in women's apparel, Grocery and combination store sales 
increased 11 per cent; country general store sales were up 4 per cent; the general mer- 
chandise group, consisting chiefly of department stores and variety stores, was up 6 
per cent; hardware stores gained 10 per cent; drug stores, 10 per cent; while jewellery 
stores registered a more substantial increase of 19 per cent. 


Saskatchewan 


Retail trade in Saskatchewan was estimated at $162,228,000 for 1940, 
12 per cent higher than in 1939, 57 per cent above the depression low reached in 1933, 
but still 14 per cent below the level of business transacted in 1930, the first year for 
which comparable data are available. Indexes of sales on the 1930 base stand at 85.8 
for 1940, 76.4 for 1939, 68.4 for 1938, and 54.5 for 1933. 


Increased sales in 1940 over 1939 were general for all lines of 
business in Saskatchewan but varied for different trades. Country general stores are 
estimated to have transacted $28,166,000 worth of business in 1940, a gain of only 2 per 
cent over the preceding year and a result which must be interpreted in view of the lower 
farm income received during the year under review on account of the deferred marketing of 
a portion of the 1940 wheat crop until the spring of 1941. On the other hand, the marked 


increase amounting to 26 per cent in the sales of firms specializing in lumber and 


building materials may be attributed to the erection of additional space in which to 
store the 1940 crop until it could be marketed. 


The marked gain in motor vehicle sales constitutes another outstanding 


feature of the retail trade in Saskatchewan in the year under review. There were 11,599 


new motor vehicles retailed for $12,597,406 in 1940, increases of 30 per cent in number 
and 35 per cent in value compared with 1939. The increase for commercial vehicles ex- 
oeeded that for passenger models. There were 4,663 commercial vehicles sold for $5,043, - 
060 in 1940, gains of 57 per cent in number and 62 per cent in value over the preceding 


year, Passenger models increased 16 per cent in number and 21 per cent in value, 6,936 
new passenger cars being sold for $7,554,346 in 1940. The aggregate business of motor 


vehicle dealers in Saskatchewan, and including not only the sale of new and used cars, 


but also their receipts from repairs and services and the sale of gasoline or accessories, 
gained 22 per cent in the year under review. 


The general merchandise group of stores consisting chiefly of depart- 


ment stores and variety stores increased their sales 15 per cent, while gains for some 


other important lines of retail trade were as follows: grocery and combination stores, 
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6 per cent; the apparel group of stores, 4 per cent; furniture stores, 12 per cent; 
household appliance stores, 19 per cent; radio and music stores, 9 per cent; drug stores, 
9 per cent; and jewellery stores, 15 per cent. 


Alberta 


Retail sales in Alberta totalled $177,537,000 in 1940, an increase of 8 
per cent compared with the preceding year, and bringing the level of retail purchasing 
practically equal to that of the year 1930, the earliest period for which comparable 
data are available. Indexes of sales on the 1930 base stands at 100.6 for 1940, 93.0 for 
1939, 91.5 for 1938, compared with 61.8 for the mid-depression year of 1933. 


All individual lines of business for which separate figures are available 
reported increased sales in 1940 over 1939, with gains for stores in the building materials 
group and household and furniture group exceeding those for other trades. Furniture stores 
transacted 15 per cent more business in 1940 than in 1939, while stores specializing in 
household appliances reported a greater increase amounting to 24 per cent. Hardware 
store sales were up 11 per cent, while firms dealing in lumber and building materials 
increased their business 18 per cent. 


Conforming with the results of other parts of the country, jewellery 
stores experienced a marked increase in business, with sales for 1940 standing 16 per 
cent above 1939. Stores specializing in farmers! supplies gained 15 per cent, while 
results for most other kinds of business did not differ greatly from the 8 per cent in- 
crease registered in the retail trade of the province as a whole. Increases over 1939 
for some of the more important lines of business are as follows: 6 per cent for grocery 
and combination stores; 5 per cent for country general stores; 9 per cent for the general 
merchandise group of stores, consisting chiefly of department stores and variety stores; 
6 per cent for the apparel group; 3 per cent for drug stores and 6 per cent for tobacco 
stores. 


Scope of Report 


This report is based upon returns received from all chain store companies 
and from a representative number of independent stores operating in the various lines of 
business for which data are shown in the attached tables. The reports which have been 
secured have been used in determining the most probable value of sales for those unite 
which do not report to the annual census so that the sales figures given here relate to 
the total retail trade and not to the business transacted by the reporting firms only. 
Since reperts are not received from all stores for this annual census, it is not possible 
to state the total number of trading establishments operating during years subsequent to 
1930. In all, including both chain and independent stores, returns were received covering 
approximately 6,500 establishments in the Prairie Provineoes and it is estimated that these 
transacted about 66 per cent of the total retail trade. 


It should be clearly understood that all retail sales figures given in 
this report relate to stores grouped according to kind of business and not to commodity 
sales. Gracery stores sell a number of lines of goods in addition to strictly grocery 
items. Drug stores are not restricted to the sale of drugs and medicines, On the other 
hand, groceries are sold in many kinds of stores in addition to those units classified 
as grocery stores. Country general stores and department stores are especially active 
in some districts in the sale of these commodities, 
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PRAIRIE PROVINCES - RETAIL. MERCHANDISE TRADE, 1940 


Table 2.--Number of Chains, Chain Stores, Total Chain Store Soles and Percentage 


of Chain Stores Sales to Total Sales, by years 


————————————————— > ——————— SASS a ee Re = 
| 1939 | 190 
aa raed EINES ener OI i i a 
ALL STORES, TOTAL - | 
PG) Gale ate Abe ete | 129 130 
Stores (maximum) .... 1,878 1,846 
Chain sales ......e6. | 8 Thy 5h ,800} 4 84,997,700 
Totebiesies ....1500% ; $870, 525,,000| $516,270, 000 
%, chains to total “| 4.6 ee jis Pe 16.9 
Grocery and Cowsination | | 
Stores - | 
ITS is yicvsle s Lowe werl a) 15 | at 12 
Stores (maximum) aa 36 Bhd 331 316 
Chain sales ......6+. {| $ 17,015,00 $ 12,975,900; $ 17,737,500) $ 20,355,500 
Total sales seeeeeeee | $ 52,803,600  $ 37,133,000/ $45,449,000!  §$ 48,985,000 
%, chains to total .. | 32.2 34.9 39,0 Wi, 
Variety Stores - | 
PGMS: GHP. olsyalyaly «aes 3 h | 5 
Stores (maximum) .... 29 %O | HS L6 
cane BANOO ss «0 ssi 4. 857, 500 $ #126; 500 1 § 6 1.02, 400| Sp t9D p00 
UME BBIOS <.eeteowes 5,270,900; $ 4,450,000; $ 6,457,000; $ 7,593,000 
%, chains to total .. aE 2 93.2 O85 | $4.8 
° } 
Men's and Boys’ Clothing | 
and Furnishings Stores 
(ine. custom tailors) - 
Se 3 | | 4 
Stores (masctmam) Veoh 16 nt Sy 20; 19 
Shei Se teh wes.ssres 1S ~~ f65;O000T 9S. 475,000 7". 3 709,900 | $5 f155 500 
Total saics ......... | $ 9,902,600} & 6,051,000; $ 8,206,000! $ 8,659,000 
%, chains to total .. Kot fe "oF 8.2 
Women's Apparel and | 
Accessories Stores - 
BIBT ity uate ose) 6. F 6" 8 oe 5 5 
Stores (maximum) .... 36 26 | 26 29 
Chain sales ......... | $ 2,262,;400| $ 993,400 | $ 684,200] §- 889,100 
POUR GALOS: us essere 9,937,500 $ 6,286,000 | $ 7,630,000 $ 8,125,000 
%, chains to total .. 22.8 15,8 5.0 10.9 
{ 
Restaurants, Cafeterias | | 
- and Eating Places -.... 
: Slelee Scare Smee) GAN Pea i 6 | 6 6 
Stores (maximum) .... | 35 32] 30 33 
Chain sales ......s. : 1,127,800 | $ 605,200 1 $ 539,000] $! ‘634,200 
ee AOI OR. sp be 2's | 2s ae 600 | .$ 8,697,000 ; $ 19,557,000 $ 11,522,000 
%, chains to total .. | 6.6 TO sa : 
i H 
Drug Stores - | 
a ee 7 6 | 6 6 
Stores (maximum) .... | Lar 56 35 37 
Chain salos ......... {$ 1,778,600 | $ 1,185,800 | $ 1,536,200] $ 1,633,000 
POs ssates) .io...c0< (|S 14,525,600 1 .$ 9, 818,000 ; $ 12,554,000! $$ 13,442,000 
%, chains to total .. 12.2 12) ; re 12.1 
Lumber and Builcing | i 
Material Deaters - alt | 
AS SUSY Se eee re 4 38 4 29 | 29 
Yards (muximum)...... | 1,009 860 | 769 | 129 
Chain rales .......6- é, 829,300 | $ 8,101,200 | § 12,044,700! $ 14,824.00 
Mota) Bale sive «ans 7,241,000 $ 12, 623,000 | $ 19,334,000{ $ 23,458,000 
%, onains to total .. i “set 64,2 62.5 60.6 
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